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THis piay was written for pm(.iuction (inan ab’fgreviated , "
form) at the Canterpury Festival, June 1985. For help
in its construction I,am much indebted to Mr E. Mar-
tin Browne, the producergand to Mr. Rupert Doone;
and for ipcidental critieisms, to.Mr. F. ¥. Mozlgy, ancd
Mr. Jolin Hayward : - .
April 1935 s e

In thé second edltlon a chorus was substltuted.for the
istroifs which, in- the firet edltxon, constituted the
opening of Part II. To this third edition the introits
have been addéd as an appendlx, and may be u¥ed
instead of that chorus in _productxons of the play.

At the suggestion of Mr. E. Martm Browne, I have
in Part II reassigned most of the lines former],y atari-
bhted to the Fourth Knight. When, as. was originally
intended, the parts of the Tempters are dqubled with :
those of the Knights, the advgntage of these alterationg, -
should be dbvious. , : e

‘June 1937 i . S

o : 'S : . s i
" In this fourth edition certain further rearrangements . : |
and deletiors have been pade, which have beer® found e
agvisable by expenment in the course of production.

- Murch 1938 o ~ , ‘I‘ S.E.



2

©m

ey

L]




k4 )
A "& ® ? ® .
»
» ® 4
? * °
» . ‘ ®
Pamt1 ~ .
»
» * ¥ 1@ (] s, ?
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A CrHORUS 0F WOMEN OF CANTERBURY
~ PuREE PRIESTS OF THE CATHEDRAL"
A* MESSENGER )
« ®
®  ARCHBISHOP THOMAS BECKET .
FoUurR TEMPTERS -
. ATTENBANTS
® ®
The Scene is the Archbishop’s Hall, -
on December 2nd, 1170 o - °*, °
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.o " CHORUS O
Here let usstand, close by the cathedral ‘Hereletuswait.  ,~
Are we drawn by danger? Is it the knowledge of safety, be O °
that draws our feet . . e

-

Towards the cathedral? What danger canhe *
For*us, the poor, the poor woanen of Canterbury? what *
tribulation ' ”
With which we are not already famxhar'f‘ There is n8
danger . ‘
For us, and there is no safety in the cathedral. Some
- presage of an act o
- Wkich our eyes are compelled to witness, Txas forced
feet ,
‘Towards the cathedral. We are forced to bear Wltness . e
Since golden October declined into sombre NOmeer e
And‘the apples were gathered and stored, and the land . -
became brown sharp points of death in a waste of -
water and mud, s . fiRs S
: Th.e New Year waits, breathes, Walts, whlspers in dark- k "
. ness. : o
 'While the labourer kicks offa muddy boot and stretches
le#s hand'to the ﬂre, £ ..
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The Nefw Yeal: waits, destiny waits for the,coming. ¢

Who has stretched out hls hand to ¢he fire and remem-
bered the Séints at All Halloys, °

Remembered the martyrs and saints who wait? and

- whoshall .

Stretch out his hand to the fire, and deny his master?

Who shall be warm «

« By thedire, and deny his master? h R

Seven years ard the summer is over
Seven years since the Archbishop left us,
‘He who tvas always kind to his pegp]e.

? But it would not be well ifhe should return. |~ =
King rulés or barons rule,
We have suffered various oppressmn;
But mostly we are left to dur own dewices,
And we are Content if we are left alone.
We try to keep our households in order;
Thé merchant, shy and cautious, tries to compﬂe a listle

fortu,ne,
. And the’ labourer bends to his piece of earth, earth-
colour, his own colour, .

Preferrmg to pass unobserved.

: Wmter shall come bringing death from the sea,
Ruirous spring shall beat at our doors,
Root and shoot shall eat our eyes and our ears,
Disgstrous summer burn up the beds of our streams”
And the poor shall wait for another decaying October.

*

Why should the summer bring consolatiofi -
. , 12 .
« * ! r -
LA ~F . L o [ -
. : £

Now I fear disturbance of the 2 quiet seasons: o S

.



But only to wait and to witness.
- [Enter PRIESTS.] | .

: o >W1th the stubbom ng and the French Kl,pg i
In cea®eless i 1ntr1gue ‘combinations, - |

¥or autumn fires al\d winter fogs? ! .
What shall we do inthe heat of summer ,
But wait in barren ofshards foz‘3 another October? :
Some malady is coming upon ug. We wait, we yw:ait, »

And the saints and martyrs wait, for those who shall b’
k]

martyrs and saints. »
Destiny waits in the hand o? God shaping the st111 un-
- shapea: o, *,

I have seen these things in a shaft df sunlight.

Destiny vvaxts in the hand of God, not i the hands of
statgsmen (e

Who do, some well, sqme ill, planning and «guessing,

* Ha%ingstheir aims wlnch turn in their hands in the :

pattern of time. .
Come, happy December, who shall observe you, who
]
shall preserve $ou?

' Shall the Son of Man be born agam in the litter of
scorn? : f e ®

] 'y
Forus, the poor, there is no actlon, :

. _ .
FIRST PRIEST
Seveq years and the summer is over.

v Se'v en years sifice the Archblshop left us.

. SECOND PRIEST® .

What does the Archb:shop do, and our Soverexgn Lord :

‘the Pope

o -
e . a " & '~:. -
‘>. ° . : - .
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~ That they had a friend?

‘. i 23 - s . &
In conference; meetings.accepted, mieetings refused,
Meetings unended or endless L
At one place or another in France5

e <

-

- . THIRD PRIEST
I see nothing quite conclusive in the art of temporal

a

gbvernment
ng rules or bau ons rule ''''''''
The strong man strongly and the weak man by caprice.
They have but one law, to seize the power and keep it,
And thesteadfast can manipulate the greed and lust of

others,“
The feeble is devoured by his own.

€

. FIRST PRIEST"
Shall these things not end )
Until the poor at'the gate
Have forgotten their friend, their Father in God, have

6

i forgotten o

[Enter MESSENGER.]
" L

P

MESSENGER
Sevants of God, and watchers of the temple,
d am here to inform you, without circumlocution: -
The Archblshop 1s in England, and is close outside the

Clty . .
I was sent before in haste . U
To', give you notice of his commg, as much as tvas pos-

sikle, °

(N
That you may prepare to meet him. o
14 g
P o £ -
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* Fms'r Prjest §
What, is the extle ended, is our Lord Archbishop

" Reunited with the Biag? what reconcxﬁanon

- Of two proud men? . . .
THIRD PRIEST °
L]
What peace Can be found ®
To grow between the hammer and the am;il? ®
: ° L ) ® %o,

SEGOND PriesT
® Tell us,

Are the old disputes at an end, is the wall of p:clde cast

doWn .
Tt digided them? Is it peace or war?

(1]

. FIRST PRIEST -
» . ® Does he come
In full assurance, or only secure e .

In the power of Rome, the spiritual rule,
The assurance of right, and the love of the people® ,

-

MESSENGER

You are right to express a certain incredulity. 2

He comes irepride and sorrow, affirming all his claims,
Assured, beyond doubt, of the devotion of the people,
Wha receive him with scepes of frenzied enthusiasm, ,

Lining the road and throwing down their capes,

Strewing the,way with leaves and tate flowers of the
L]
., season. .

~ ™The stxeets of the city will be packed to suffocation,®

And I think thathis horse will be deprived of itg tail, *
A single hair%f which becomes a prec;ous relic.




- ~f, e ©r ; r .
He is at'one W*th the Pope, and with’the King of France,
Who indeed would have llked to detain i mm in his king-

dom r -
But as for our King, that is another matter.

E - .

I

. JFIRST PRIEST
Blét again, is it war or peacv?
- S 4 - e .
" ‘MESSENGER ;
er Peace, but not the kiss of peace.
A patghed up affair, if you ask my opinion.
And if’ y6u ask me, I think the Lord Archbishop
 Is not the man to cherish any illusions, —
Or yet to ‘diminish the least of his pretensions.
‘if you ask my opinion, I think that this peace
Is nothing like an end, or like a begifining.
It is common knowledge that when the Archbishop
4 Rarted from the King, he said to the King,
3 My'Lord, he §aid, Ileave youasaman o
Whom in this life I shall not see again. B
o~ Ihavethis, I assure you, on the highest authority;
There are several opinions as to what he meant,
But no one considers it a happy prognostic. ,
g L c n [E.'L'lt.]
r " Fmsr PrIEST i
I fear for the Archbishpp, I fear for the Church - %
I krow that the pride bred of sudden prosperxtym
Was bug confirmed by bitter adversnyr»
~ Isawhimas Chaélcellor, flattered by the King, o

e S 16
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e ‘, The rock of God is beneath our feet. Let us mees the

*Liked or feargd by courtiers, intheir overbparing fashion,
Despised and desp1s¢ng, yvays isolated,
Never one amdng thim, always insecute; .
His pride always feeding upon his own virtuesy .
Pride drawing sustenance from impartiality;

" Pride drawing sustenance from generosity, ',
Loathing power given by temporal devolution, . .
Wishing sybjection to God alone., ., ° -, *
Had the Klng been gregater, or hae he been weaker

o Thmgs had perhaps been different for Thomas.

» -

o SECOND PRIEST .o
Yet our lord is returned Ous lord has come back to his ®
own again.
~ 'We have had enough of waltmg, from December 18
dismal Decentber. ® . .
The Archbishop shall be at our head, *dispélling dismay
and doubt. pa

Hewwill tell us what we are to do, he will glve us’our
orders, instruct us.

Our Lord is at one with the Pope, and also the King of
France»

 'We can lean on a rock, we can feel a firm foothold

Agamst the perpetual wash of tides of balance of forceg o

of barons and landholders.

.. Archbishop with cordial thapksgiving:

Dur logd, or Archblshop returns. And when the A”ch—
~ bishop retuxns . .

' @ubts a:re d1spe11ed Letus therefore re)mce,

. 4
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Heis at'one w! ith the Pope, and withthe ng of France,
Who indeed would have hked to detain i 111m in his king-

I «
r

£

-

dom:
But as for our King, that is another matter.

i - .

L © FIRST PRIEST
But again, is it war or peace?
3

- e € L2

Iz € -
‘MESSENGER 3
' Peace, but not the kiss of peace.
A p@tqhed up affair, if you ask my opinion.
Andif- you ask me, I think the Lord Archbishop
" Isnot the man to cherish zny illusions, e
Or yet to ‘diminish the least of his pretensmns
if you ask my opinion, I think that this peace
Is nothing like an end, or like a begitning,
It is common knowledge that when the Archbishop
o7 Rarted from the King, he said to the King,
e My Lord, he éaid, I leave you as a man -
Whom in this life I shall not see again. ’
or « Thave this, I assure you, on the highest authority;
There are several opinions as to what he meant,
But no one considers it a happy prognostic.
S : i [Ezit.]
" © FIRST PRIEST .
- I'fear for the Archbishop, I fear for the Church, . _
I kitow that the pride bred of sudden prosper:ty °
Was buy confirmed by bittér adversny»
Isaw him as Chaglcellor, flattered by the King, ~
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" Pride drawing sustenance from generosity,

L}

"Liked or feargd by cburtiers, in their overbparing fashion,
Despised and despising, alyvays isolated,
Never one among thim, always insecute;
His pride always feeding upon his own virtuesy .
Pride drawing sustemance from impartiality; "

Ld

®

Loathing power given by temporal devolution,
Wishing sybjection to God alone., . .-

~ Hadthe ng been greater, or had he been weaker
. Thlngs had perhaps been different for Thomas.

o SECOND PRrigsT .o
Yes our,lord is returned Ous lord has come back to his?
own again. ”
We have had enough of waltmg, from December 10

dismal December. ° .

L

The Archbishop shall be at our head, dispélling dismay

and doubt. -
Hes will tell us what we are to do, he will gwe us‘0ur
orders, instruct us.
Our Lord is at one with the Pope, and also the King of
Frances

- We can lean on a rock, we can feel a firm foothold,
Agatnst the perpetual wash of tides of balance of forceg

of barons and landholders.
The rock of God is beneath our feet’ Let us mees the
. Archbishop with cordIal thapksgiving:
“Our logd, or Archbishop returns. Ar:d when the A‘PCI;I-

bishop retuzns * .
~ Our dpubts ar® dispelled. Let us therefore rejoice,
B ¢ 17 '
L4 [ . a ° o » &
- . @ Te
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Isay rejoice, a1d show a glad face fof* his welcome.
o1 am, the Archbishop’s Joay. Lets us glve the Arch—
blshop welcome! -

THIRD PRIEST
For good o= ill, let the wheel turn._
The wheel has been still, these seven’ years, and no

- * good. - -

-

For ill or good, let the wheel turn.
For who knows the end of good orevil? = -
Until the grinders cease
And the door shall be shut in the street, "
~ And all the daughters of music shll be brought low,

ne 3

- CHORUS .,
Here is no continuing city, here is no abiding stay.
IIl the wind, ill the time, uncertain the profit, certain
the danger.
C late late latge, late is the time, late too late, and rotten
" the year; o8
‘ val the wind, and bitter the sea, and grey the sky,
"grey grey grey-
OThomas, return, Archbishop; return, return to France.
Retusn. Quickly. Quietly. Leave us to perish in quiet.
®ou come with applause, ycu come vﬁth.rejoiciné, but
you come bringing death into Canterbury:
A doom on the hbuse, a deom on yoursslf, a doom on
the world. 2 L
We do not vnsh anything tO happen.
Seven years we have lived quietly, . P
18 3



{
Ll

?

o _/\.f\

-5

Succeeded i’q. avoi(‘iing notice,e .
Living and partly ﬁwng .
There have been oppressmn and luxury,

There have been poverty and Jicence, .

There has been minbr injustice.

Yet we have gone ont living, o
Living and partly living. *®
Sometimes the corn has failedusy o
Sometimeg the harvest is good,

One year is a year of rain,

Anothey a year of dryness,

One year the apples are abundant, s
Afother year the plums are lacking. ,

Yet we have gone on living, ,

Living and partly living.

We have kept the Teasts, heard the ngasses,
We have brewed beer and cyder,
Gathered wood against the winter,
T%.lked at the corner of the fire,
Talked at the corners of streets,
Talked not always in whispers,
Living and partly living.

We have seen births, deaths and marriages,
We have had various scardals,

We have been afflicted with taxes,

We have had laughter and gossip, ’
o=Saveral girls haye disappeared *
Unac@ountably, and some not able to.

We have all had our pnvate terrors, "
Ouﬁartlcular shadows, our secret fegrs.

19
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But now a great fear is upon us, a fear not »f one but of

A many, . e
A fear hke birth and death vvhfn we see birth and
+ death alone .
In a void apart. We ¢

Are afraid in a fear<vhich we cartnot know, which we
. cannot face, which nofie understands,

7 Andour hearts are torn from us, our brains unskinned

like the layers of an onion, our selves are lost lost

In a final fear which none understands. O Thomas
Aa;chb1shop, .,

O Thomas our Lord, leave us angd leave us be, in our
humble and, tarnishéd frame of existence, leave
us; do notaskus , .

91:0 stand to the doom on the house, the doom on the
Archbishop, the doom on the world.

Archbishop, secure and assured of your fate, unaffrayed

¢ among the shades, do you realise what you ask
"do you realise what it means o
To the small folk drawn into the pattern of fate, the
- small folk who live among small things,

The strain on the brain of the small folk who stand to
the doom of the house, the doom of their lord, the

~ o doom of the world? . . '

O Thomas, ArchblshOP, leave us, leave us, leave sullen
Dover, and set sail for France. Thomas our Arch-
blshop still our - Archbishop even in Frange,
"Thomas Archbishop, set the white sail between
the»grey,sky and the bitter sea, leave us, leave us
for France. ., : -

"

D
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“You are foolish, 1m|§‘odest and babblifg women

*SECOND PRIEST, 4
What a way tostalkeat such a 3uncture*

Do you not know that the goocz Archbishop « .

Is likely to arrive at gny moment? . ¢
The crowds in the streets will be chgering arld cheermg,
You go on croaking hke frogs in the treetops:

But frogs gt least can  be cooked agd eaten?® ° .

Whatever you are afraid of, in your craven apprehen—
sion, .
Let me ask you at the least to put on pleasant facgs,
And gﬂfe a hearty welcome to our good Ar.chbxahop
[Beiter , THOMAS B . .

t o .o

THOMAS

Peace. And let them be, in tlieir exaltation.

They speak better than they know, and®beyond your
understanding. .

"Phey know and do not know, what It is to aﬁt or

suli'er

They know and do not know, tklat action is suﬁermg
And suffering is action. Neither does the agent suffer
Nor the patient act. But both are fixed

In #n eternal action, an eternal patience

To which all must consent that it may be willed

‘And which all must suffer that they may willit, » _
That the pattern may subs1st,.for the pattern is the

agtion © * S
And the suffering, that the%wheel may turn and still *
Be fgrever still. .
o 2 :
L o« S .
A L ° 9; ®
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¥ SECOND PRIEST ¢
:0 my Lord, forgive me, I did pot seeryou'comm
Engrossed by the thatter of these fgohsh women.
Forgive s, my Lord, you would have had a better
welcome ¢
If we had been sooner prepared forihe event.
But your Lordship knovvs that seven years of waiting,
*Seven yaars of prayer, seven years of emptiness,
Have better prepared cur hearts for your coming,
Than seven days could make ready Canterbury.
However, I will have fires laid in all your rooms_
To take the chill off our English December, ~ ©
“Your Lordship noyv being used to a better climate. -
Your Lordshlp will find your rooms in order as you left
them.

LAY

_ THOMAS -~
And will try to leave them in order as I find them.
- I am myore than grateful for all your kind attentions.
These are small matters. Little rest in Canterbury
. With eager enemies restless about us. ’
.- Rebelhous bishops, York, London, Salisbury,
Would have intercepted our letters, -
.. Filled the coast with spies and sent to meet me
« . Spme who hold me in bitterest hate.
- . By God’s grace aware of their prevision
I sentrmy letters oxf another day, .
Had fair crossing, found at Sandwich ;
Broc“ Warenne, and the Sheriff of Kent, A
Those who had sworn to have my head from me
Only John, the Dean of Salisbury, -~

-

~

"
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Heavier the interval than the éonsummation.

?
°
)

» . ce s l e
Fearing for the Kifig’s name, yarning against treason,

Made them ho?d their hagds. So for the time
We are unmolesteds’, s *

FirsT PRAEST | R e
. But do they follow after?

. THOMAS »
For a llttlé time the hungry hawl® o * '
Will only spar and hover, cxrchng lower,
Waiting excuse, pretence, opportunity. *
End wild be simple, sudden, God-given. S
Meanwhile the substance of our first act *
Wil be*shadows, and the strife with shadows..

All things prepare t the event, Watch.
[Enter FIRST TEMPTER. ] .

FIRST TEMPTER 2 . ®
Yeu see, my Lord, I do not wait upon ceremony: *
Here I have come, forgetting all acrimony,
Hoping that your present gravity
Will find excuse for my humble levity
Remembering all the good time past.

Your Lordship won’t despise an old friend out of X

favour?
0Old Tom, gay Tom, Becket of Londdn, .
Xour Lordsh1p won’t forget »that evening on the
river "

When the Klng, and you"and I were all friends to-
d;gether?
* 25

28
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Fnendshlp should be more than bltmg Time can’
sgver. . ‘

What, my Lord, fow that you recg¥er ’
Favour with the King, shall we say that summer’s
° over * ¢
Or that ,the‘good timg cannot last? »
Fhiting in the meadows, vidls in the hall,

* Laughter and apple-blossom floating on the water,
Singing at nightfall, whispering in chambers,
Fires devouring the winter season, ’
Eatingupthe darkness, with wit and wine and yisdom!
Now that the-King and you are in amity,

“Clergy and laity may return to gaiety, s

Mirth and sportfulness need not walk warily.
L "

*

% s

THOMAS
\\\\\ You talk of season$ that are past. I remember
P Not W'?I‘th forgetting.

” - ) -

TEMPTER .
. And of the new season.
* Spring has come in winter. Snow in the branches
Shall float as sweet as blossoms. Ice along the ditches
b Mirror the sunlight. Love in the orchard
= Send the sap shooting. Mirth matches mel&ncholy

« "  THOMAS .
oy We do not know very much of the future e
p Excépt that from generation to generation' -
The same things happen agdin and agam

Men learn little from others’ experxence @
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) . ip '
But in the life of one man, neger ¢

~ The fool, fixed in his folly, may think .

k]
°
*

The same time retwrns. Sgver
The cord, shed the sfale. Only

He can turn the wheel on which he turns.

L]

TEMPTER *
My Lord, anodis as ‘good as a ka .
A man will often love what he sp.u_rns

* For the godd times past, that are come again

I am your man.
A &

° .
* THOMAS )

, S Not inetlsis train..
Look to your behaviour. You were safer
Think of penitence and folloyv your master.

° L)

TEMPTER
Not at thlS gait! . 3

I you go so fast, others may go faster

Your Lordship is too proud! .

- The safest beast is not the one shat roars most loud,
~ This was not the way of the King our master!
_ You were not used to be so hard upon sinners  «

‘ Wh.en they were your friends. Be easy, man!

The easy man lives to eat the best dinners.
. . s
Take a friend’s advice. Leave well alone,

*

. Om your goose may be cooked amd eaten to the bone.
A [y -

. Tu3MAS .-
Yoapome twenty years too late: s
25
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) e ¢ TEMPTER ¢ / ‘
. Then ] leave you to your fate., e« s
Ileave you to the' pleasures of younhlgher vices,
Which will have to be paid for at higher prices.
Farewell, my Lord, I do not wait upon ceremony,
Ileave gs IEame, forgetting all acrimony,
Hoping that your present gravity
* Will find exclise for my humble 1ev1ty .
If you will remember me, my Loyd, at your prayers,
I'll remember you at kissing-time below the stairs.

a3

- gC

‘. THOMAS ‘e
~Leave-well-alone, the springtime fancy,

So one theught gdes’ vvhlstlmg down the wind.
Fhe impossible is still terhiptation. .

The impossible, the undesirable,

Voices underesleep; waking a dead world,

So that the mind may not be whole in the present.

; [Enter SECOND TEMPTER.] .
. SeEconD TEMPTER T
e « Your Lordship has forgojten me, perhaps. I will remind
you.
. We mgt at Clarendon, at Northampton,

. And last at Montmirail, in Maine. Now that I havé re-
s called them,
Let us but set thesé not too pleasant memgqries
- In balance against other, earlier e
. Ancf weightier ones: those of the Chancellorshlp .
See how.the late ones rise! You, masterof policy
Whom all acknowledgéd should gmde the state again.

. : 26

-



»

T

v

-
Ld

* * THoMaAs ,
. L ®
Your meaning? .
® e ° ®
.TEMPTER

The Chancellprship that you resxgned
When you were made Archbishop—that wag a mistake
On your part—-still may be regained. Think, me Lord,
Power obtained grows to glox’y, . .
Life lastink, a permanent possession. e ¢ . ’
A templed tomb, monament of marble.
Rule over men reckon no madness.

-
hd .

ot . THOMAS .
Tosthe rpan of God what gladness? _ °

. TEMPTER o
- Sadness
Only to those giviné love to God along,
Shall he who held the solid substance
Wander waking with deceitful shadows?e o

Power 1 present Holiness hereafter.

: THOMAS
Who then? i
TEMPTER

The Chancellor King and Chancellor.
King commands. Chancellor rlchly rules.
Thisisa sentence not taught in the sehools. “
To set down the great, protect the*poor,
°Beneath the thréne of God can man do more? »
Disarm the ruffian, strengthen the laws,
Rulggfor the §ood of the better cause,
27
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Dispensing jusfice,make gll even,

s thr‘i've on earth, and perhaps in heaven.
* .

e [ ¢
P THOMAS ¢
What méans? .
e ¢
¢ . TEMPTER ,
Real power

- Is purchased at price of a certain submission.
s L .

Your spiritual power is earthly perdition.

Power is presegt, for him who will wield.

L 2

e THOMAS .

‘Who shall have it? ¢
- . L
&
. * " TEMPTER i
® He who will come?
L3
. . THOMAS
What shall be the month?
[
! . TEMPTER -

L

The last from the"first.
.
° THOMAS

What shall we give for it?

-

. TEMPTER .
Pretence of priestly power.
” THOMAS .
Wh}' should we give it? e i
. L
! ; TEMPTER ,
. g - For the power ahd the glory.
; ] :
- 28 w
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N Tuomes s ®
No! e ® .
® ... @ . e
* TEMPTER . .
Yes! Or bravery,will be bfoken, °
Cabined in Canterbury, realmless ruler, ¢
Self-bound servant of a powgrless Pope, :
The old stag, circled tvith hounds. . . T e
e .
R «THOMAS °
No! . ..
s TEMPTER L £
e Jeslmen must manoguvre. Monarchs also, °
Waging war abroad, need fast fnenﬁs at homé? ‘
Private policy is pubhc profit; ° ®
Dignity still shall be dressed %vith decorum.
A ®
THOMAS -
~ You forget the bishops . . " et
W’hom J have laid under excommunication. :
~ V TEMPTER 2 e =
Hungry hatred
Will not strive against intelligent self-interest. «; S
@& . ’
. THOMAS St
You forget the barons. Who will not forget N °
Constant curbing of petty privilege.
N P " -
» : TEMPTER * . .
Agamst the barons ? . - 3
Is K@'g s cause, churl’s cause, Chancellor’s cause. '
' D 29 o
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¢ ¢ "FHOMAS /

No! shall I, who keep thgkeys ~ ° :

Of hea\gan and hell supreme alon®‘in England
Who bind and loose, with power from the Pope,
Descend tg desire a punier power?

Delegate to deal the doom of damhation;

Te condemn kmgs, not serve among their servants,

Is thy Spen office. No* Go. .

. TEMPTER
Then ] leave you to your fate.
Your sin‘soars sunward, covering kmgs falcons.

’ €
THOMAS

*Temporal power, to build a good world,
To keep order, as the workd knows arder.
Those who ut tHeir faith in wordly order
Not controlled by the order of God,

In confident i ignorance, but arrest disorder,

Make it fast, breed fatal disease, .
Degrad€ what they exalt. Power with the King—

I was the King, his arm his better reason.

But what was once exaltation

}’Voul.d now be only mean descent. , .
[Enter THIRD TEMPTER. ]

Ld

THIRD TEMPTER

re &

L

I aya an unexpected visitor. P
L3 L
. THOMAS Vit
. Iexpected you. =
30 o .
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*% e
o o TEMPTER PR
But not in this agulse, or for my present purpose.
o

‘% THOMAS ’ o .
No purpose brings su.rpnse. N , ¢ . e

. TEMPTER | R bet

Well, my Lord,

I am no trifler, and no politician. AP .
'To idle or intrigue at court .
Ihave no skill. I am no courtier. . ..
I know a horse, a dog, a wench; e ‘o
I know’how to hold my estates inorder, , °*
A eouniry-keeping lord who mmds hxs own business. °
It is we country lords who knovv the country **
And we who know What the country needs. @ ¥
It is our country. We care fof the country.
We are the backbone of the nation. *  *
We, not the plotting parasites Ja W

about the King. Excuse my bluntness: ° ° ¢
I am a rough straightforward Englishman.

THOMAS - o o
Proceed straight forward.
”1 -~ e
g TEMPTER %
! Purpose is plain. 5
Endurance of friendship does not depend “ 5
Upon ourselves, but upon circumstance. o g

™

But circumstante is not undetermined.
Unreal friendship may tura to real
Buggeal friefidship, once ended; cannot bé mended.




*

¢ . -
Sooner shall ermity turn to alliance. ¢
The enmlty that never knew friendships«
Can sooner knovwraccord. * e

t
r

L

e L]

THOMAS
€
¢ For a countryman
You wrap your meafiing m as dark generality

As«any courtier. .
‘ €

¢

*TEMPTER
« Thisis the simple fact!
You, have no hope of reconciliation

With Hefiry the King. You look only
®To blind assertion in isolation.

That is aistake. : .
® ¢ .
TBHMAS
« ¢ OHenry,O my ng'
e o . TEMPTER )
- Other friends

May be found in the present situation.
King in I*fngland is not all—powerful

King is in France, squabbhng in Anjou;
Round him waiting hungry sons.

We are for England. We are in England.
You and I, my Lord, are Normans. .
England is a land for Norman
Sovereignty. Let the Apgevfn
Destroy himself, fighting in Anjou.
H'e does not understand us, the English barons.
We are the pe'opl;a. .

L
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THOMAS o @
* To what does"this lead? . P’

- [

& L]
"TEMPTER s
‘ . Toa h appy coalmon e
Of intelligent interesjs. .
THOMAS . °
But what have you—*
If you do speak for bardns—

s . TEMPTER N
. For a powerful party

Witich Ieas turned its eyes in your direstion— .,

To gain from you, your Lordship asks. ®

For us, Church favour would pe an advantage,

Blessing of Pope powerful protection o 4
~In the fight for liberty. You, my Lord,

* In being with us, would fight a good stroke, - °
A't?)nce,_for England and for Rome,
' Ending the tyrannous jurisdiction e
- Of king’s court over bishop’s court,
Of king’s court over baron’s court.

o

, ~»
. THOMAS .
‘thch I helped to found. ‘
L ®
el o TEMT;TER
¢ $ 5 R Which you helped to found ~
| Buttime past is tjme forgottéh.
b i We eggpect the’rise of a new constellation. ?
c . 35
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= And men like you were glad to wait at my door.

-

. THOMAS
And#f the Archbishop cannot trustthe ng,
How can he trust those who work-for King’s undoing?

TEMPTER-
Kings will allow no,power but their own;
Church and people have good cause against the throne.

-

. THOMAS
If the Archbishop cannot trust the Throne,
Heo has good cause to trust none but God alone.
Iruled cnce as Chancellor . ”,

-

Not only in the cotirt, but in the field

" And in the tilt-yard I niade many yield.

Shall I who ruled like anreaglci over doves

‘Now take tlie shape of a wolf among wolves?

Pursue your treacheries as you have done before:
No-one shall say that I betrayed a king.

~ TEMPTER
Then, my Lord, I shal*not wait at your door.
. And I well hope, before another spring
The ‘Aing will show his regard for your loyalty

THOMAS
To nake, then bfeak, this thought has come before,
The desperate exercise of failing povwer. . .
Samson in Gaza did no more. " Toas
But if I break, I must bredk myself alane.
[Enter Founn{ TEMPTER. ] -
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FourtH TEMPTBR *
Well done, Thomas youn will is hard to bend.
And with me beadeq‘bu, ‘you “hall not lack a fmend

o THOMAS ®
Who are you? I expected . *
Three visitors, not four.
L] . =
L 3 ’ ) *

TEMPTER  ®
Do not be surprised to'receive one more,
Had I been expected, I had been here before.

I always precede expectation. ot

L ]
¢ . THORMAS , .

K o Who are you?

*» TEMPrER
As you do not know me, I do not need a ndme,
And, as you know me, that is why I come.
“ou know me, but have never seen my face. .
To meét before was never time or place. '

TrOMAS
Say what you come to say.
»
‘ . TEMPTER .

It shall be said at last.

" Hooks have Been baited with morsels of the past. *
. Wantonnessjs weakness. As for the King,

Hxs bardened hatred shall have no end. .
- You know trply, the King will never trust

‘TwiCe, the man who has been his fnend.

' 35
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Borrow use caufiiowsly, enaploy

Your rervices as long as you have to fend: *

You would wait for traptosnap

Having sérved your turn, broken and crushed.

As for barons, envy of lesser men °

Is still mrore stubborm than king’s anger. .

Kings have public policy, barons private profit,
" Jealeusly raging possession of the fiend. .

Barons are employable’against each other;

Greater enemiés must kings destroy.

§

L

o e’
H4

N THOMAS *
+What is your counsel?

L1g L ’-

“ TEMPTER ¢

Fgre forward to the end,

. ®

All other ways are glosed to you
Except the way already chosen.
Bt what is pleasure, kingly rule,

Or rule of men beneath aking,

With craft in corners, stealthy stratagem,

= To general grasp of spiritual power?

Man oppressed by sin, since Adam fell—

You heid the keys of heaven and hell.

Power to bind and loose: bind, Thomas, bind,
- King and bishop under your heel.

King] emperor, bisidop, baron, king: .

Uncertain mastery of melting armies,

War, plague, and revolution, ’

New conspiracies, broken pz:cts; e

To be master or servant within an hour,

56
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That is the courso; of temporal powey. ®
The Old King%halé know,it, when at last breath4
No sons, no empiref e bites broken téeth.

You hold the skein: wind, Thomas, wind . .
The thread of eternal life and death. *
You hold this power hold it. . T
®
* THOMAS . e

- 4
Suprerfle, in this land?
. .
. !

, TEMPTER e -
Suprerge, but for one. ‘e e )
Ly ° «
o ® THOMAS ' -
E ] ®
That I do fiof understand.
¢ ® . ®
TEMPTER

It is not for me to il you how this may be so;
I am only here, Thomas, to tell you what you know.

THOMAS * ., " .
H ow lo‘ng shall this be? .
: TEMPTER * . .
Save what you know already, ask nothing of me. '
But think, Thomas, think of glory after death. . .
VWHen king js dead, there’s another king, -y

And one more king is another reign.
King is forgotten, when another shall corne:

Saint and Martyr rule from the somb. Sr o !
Think, Thomas, think of enemies dismayed, . A

Creeping in penance, fnghfened of ashade;
; Thﬂk of pxlgnms, standing in line *
ER -
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. I have thought of these things. ~ *

. . . '
Before the glittering jewelled shrine,’
From generation to generation o *
Bending the kne€'in suppfication, o
Think of the miracles, by God’s grace, _
And think of your enermes, in another place.

“ -

THO’MAS

TEMPTER,
® That is why I tell you.
Your thoughts have more power than kings to compel

you. .

"You have also thought, sometimes at your prayers, =

§ometimes hesitating at the angles of stairs,
And between sleep and waking, early in the morning,
When the blI’d crles, have thought'df further scorning.
That nothing Iasts, but the wheel turns,
The nest is rifled, and the bird mourns;
Thatthe shrine shall be pillaged, and the gold spent, =
The jewels gone for light ladies’ ornament, ’
The sanctuary broken, and its stores
Swept into the laps of parasites and whores.
When miracles cease, and the faithful desert you.
And men shall only do their best to forget you. .
And later is worse, when men will not hate you
Enough to defame or to execrate you, .
But pondering the qualities that you lacked .
lef only try to find the historical fact. © e
When men shall declare thdt there was po mystery
About this man who played a certain part in historg.

; 38 .
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THOMAS | »
But what is there tasdo? what is left to be done?
Is there no en&uring‘crown td be won?

»

®

1

. TEMP'L.ER ’ .
Yes, Thomas, yes; yoh have thought of that too.
What can compare with glory of Saints
Dwelling forever in presenc® of God?
What earthly glory, of king or empergy, © e,
What earthly pride, that is not pdverty
Compared with richness of heavenly gratideur?
Seek thg way of martyrdom, make yourself the ~lpwest
On earth to be high in heaven.
Anld seefar off below you, where thg gulf is fixed,
Your persecutors, in timeless tQrment,
Parched passion, beyond expiation.

THOoMAS » &
No!
Who are you, tempting with my own de®ires? » *
Others have come, temporal tempters,
With pleasure and power at palpable price. «
What do you offer? what do yow ask?

‘ TEMPTER
I offer what you desire. I ask
What you have to give. Is it too much
For such a vi‘s.ion of eternal grandeur,? “

THO MAS,
OtheJ,;s offered réal goods, worthless
But real. You oply offer  °
Drgams to damnation. .




e = c
cee J .

¢+ ., TREMPTER

. You,have oftert dreamt them.
‘ . ; e
. THOMAS

Is there no way, in my soal’s sickngss,
Does not I¢ad to damnation in pride?
I well know that these temptations
o Méan presentvanity and future torment.
Can sinful pride Be driyen out
Only by more sjinful? Can I neither act nor stiffer
Without perdition?

St . .

TEMPTER ¢ .

You know: and dosnet know, what it is to act or suffer.
You know and do not know, that actidn is suffering,
And suffering action. Neither does the agent suffer
Nor the patieat ack. But both are fixed
In an eternal action, an eternal patience
T& which all nfust consent that it may be willed
And which all must suffer that they may will it,

. and still .
- Beforever still.
: CHoORUS -

There is 10 rest in the house. There is 10 rest in the
street. . .

T hear restless movement of feet. And the air is heavy

~ "and thick. ’

‘Thick and heavy the sky. "And the earth presses up
agamst otir feet » : -

40

That themattern may subsist, that the wheel may turn:
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: ' ‘What is the sickfy smell, the vapoyr? the da‘rk green

light from a oloud an a withered tree? Thd earth

is heaving to };Qrturitior’l of issu® of hell., . What is

the sticky dew that forms on the back of ‘my , -
hand? ’

» ®

* »

THR FourR TEMPTERS .

Man’s life is a cheat and a d1sappomtment
All things are unreal, »
Unreal or disappointing:
The Cggherine yheel, the pantomime cat, '3 ~
The prizes given at the children’s party,

TRe prize awarded for the Edglish fssay, ,,

The scholar’s degree, the statesman’s decoration. o .
All things become less real, man passes
From unreality to unreahty »
This man is obstinate, blind, intent
On self-destruction, - » ©
“Passing from deception to deception,

From grandeur to final illusion. g sat
Lost in the wonder of his own greatness, co e
' The enemy of society, enemy of himself.

®

»

. THE THREE PRIESTS .

0 Thomas my Lord do not fight the intractable tide, Cw
Do not sail the irresistible wind; in the storm, o .
Should we ngt Weut for the sea torsubside, in the m%ht  ee
Abide the comm.g of day, When the traveller may find
his way, o

- The sailor lay course by the sun'?' S
41 - ey by
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Crorus, PRipsTS and TEMPTERS alternately
C. Istit the owl that calls, «or a ﬂgnal between the

, trees? ) o
P.'Is the window-bar mgde fast, is the door under lock
- apd bolt? ¢
T. Is it-rain that taps at the wintlow, is it wind that
. pokes at the door? .
* C. Poed the tomh flame in the hall, the candle in the
room? ‘ .
P. Does the whtchman walk by the wall
T. Does the mastiff prowl by the gate?, -
C Death has a hundred hands ang walks by a thousand
ways. . : e . *

P. He may come in the sight of alk, he may pass un-
seen unheard.
T. Come whispeging through the ear, or a sudden

shock on the skull.
Ce A anan may walk with a lamp at night, and yet be
drowned in a ditch. -

P. A map may climb the stair in the day, and shp ona
broken step. ,
T. A man may sit at meat, and feel the cold in his

e groin.

® . .

CHorus

We Rave not been happy, my Lord, we kave not been
, too happy. . .

We are not ignorant women, we know What we must *
expect and not expect.” .

We know of cfppressiorf and torture, : -
' 42 : |
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We know of extortion and violence, »

Destitution, dlsease, . 7
The old without fire"ig vﬁnter,

The child vyithout milk in summer,
Our labour taken away from us,
Our sins made heavier uponus.
We have seen the yoyng manft mutilated, v
The torn girl trembling by the mlll-str@am s ,
And meanwhile we have gone onliving,

Living and partly living, v

Picking gogether the pieces, yov
Gathering faggots at gightfall,

Building®a partial shelter,  ° . s .

For sleeping, and eating and dripking and laughter

God gave us always séme reas‘on, somg hope; but now a
new terror has soiled us, which none can avert,
none can avoid, ﬂowmg under oursfeet ang over

°= thesky; ’

Under doors and down chimneys, flowing in at the ear

and the mouth and the eye,
God is leaving us, God is leaving us, more pang, more
pain than birth or death. a
Sweét and cloying through the dark air .

Falls the stifling scent of despair;
The forms take shape in the dark air:*
Puss-purr of leopard, footfall of padding bear,

. Palm-pat of nodd'jng ape, square hyaena waiting |

For laughter, .laughter“, laug'ﬁter. The Lords of Hell are
shere.




L ! ,
¢ " S .
They curl round gou, lie at your feet, swing and wing
‘through the dark air. « o
O Thomas Archbishop, Save s , gave us, save yourself
that we may be saved;
Destroy ygurself and we are destroyed.

3

s

THoMAS
Now is®my vsay glear, now is the meaning plain:
Temptation shall not tome in this kind again.
The last temptation is the greatest treason: )
Tosdosthe right deed for the wrong reagon.
The natural vigour in the venial gin
Is the way in whicl our ltves begin. .
Thirty years ago, I searghed all the ways
That lead to pleasure, advancement and praise.
Delight in sense, jn learn‘i’ng and d thought,
Music and philosophy, curiosity,
The purple buyllfinch in the lilac tree,
The tiltyard skill, the strategy of chess, . -
 Lovein the garden, singing to the instrument,
Were all things equally, desirable
Ambition comes when early force is spent
And when we find no longer all things possible.
Ambition comes behind and unobservable,
Sin grows with doing good. When I imposed the King’s
*law : .
In England, and waged war vnth him agamst Toulouse,
I beat the barons at their own game. I’ .
Could then desplsé' the men who thought me most
contemptlble, . -



e

L] . ‘ o
The raw nobility, whose manners mafched their finger-

¢
-
b2

mails. °°* e . ]
While I ate out of th%,'ng s dish ¢
To become servant of God was never my wish.
Servant of God has chance of greater sin °

®
And sorrow, than thesman who servgs a king. %

For those who serve the greater cause may make the

cause serve them, e ® :
Still doing rlght and styiving with pohtlcal men
May make that cause political, not by whet they do
But by what they are. I know vy e
What yet remains to show you of my history *
Widl seemn to most of you at best futility,
Senseless self-slaughter of a lunatic,

‘Arrogant passion of a fanatic.

I know that history &t all timés draws

The strangest consequence from remotest cause.

But for every evil, every sacrilege, ° o ®
Crime, wrong, oppression and the axe’s edge,
Indiffere:nce, exploitation, you and you, 2 .

And you, must all be punished. So must you. : . .
I shall no longer act or suffer, to the sword’s end.

Now my good Angel, whom God appoints - .

To bt my guardian, hover over the swords’ points.
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Interlude , - ., , -

. THE ARCHBISHOP
preaches in the Cathedral on Christmas Morning, 1170.

‘Glor# to God im the highest, and on earth peace i¢ mén of
good will.” The fourtegnth verse of the second chapter of the
Gespel agcording to Saint Luke. Ta the Name of the Father, and®
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amerf. ° s

Dear children .of God, my‘ sermon this Christma3
morning will be a wery short one. I wish only that you
should meditate in your hearts the deep*meaning and
 mystery of our masses of Christmas Day. For wheneyer

«Mass is said, we re-enact the Passion and Death’of Our
Lord; ahd on this Christmas Day we do thisin celebration
of His Birth. So that at the same moment wé®rejoice in
His coming for the salvation of men, and offer again to
God His Body and Blood in sacrifice, oblation and satisfac-
tion for the sins of the whole world. It was in tfi® same
night that has just passed, that a multitude of the
heavenly host appeared before the shepherds at Bgthle-
hem, saymg ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men of good will’; at this same time ¢f all
the year that we celebrate at oyce the Birth of Cur
Loyd and Hils Passion and Death uponsthe Cross. Be-

» 47 :

L}

3

[}
v



P

e

e’ ' L

.

" loved, as the World sees, this is to behave in a strange'r
fasthn For whoi m the World will bothe thourn and re-
joice at once andl for thé sams resson? For either joy
will be overborne by mourning, or mourning will be
cast out by joy; so it i§ only im these our Christian
mysteries that we can rejoice and mourn at once for
the same reason. Now think for a moment about the
« meaning of this word peace’. Does it seem _strange to
you that the angels should have announced Peace,
when ceaselesgly the world has been strickefi with War
and, the fear of War? Does it seem to you that the
angehc v6ices were mistaken, an d'that the prorﬁlse was
®a disappointment and a cheat? « ®
Reflect now, how Our Lord Himself spoke of Peace.
He said to His disciples, ‘My peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you.” Difl He mean peace as we think
of it: the kirgdoni of England at peace with its neigh-
bogrs, the bargns at peace with the King, the house-
hol@r countmg over his peaceful gains, the swept
hearth, his best wine for a friend at the table, *his wife
singing t0 the chxldren’ Those men His disciples knew
no such things: they went forth to journey afar, to
suffer by land and sea, to know torture, imprisonment,
d1sappomtment, to suffer death by martyrdom. What
then did He mean? If you ask that, remember then that
He said also, ‘Not as the world gives, give I unto you.’
So then, He gave to His d1501p1es peace, but not peace
as the world gwes. AR
~ “Consider also one thing ef which you have probably
~ never thought. Not only do we at the feast of Chyist-
e e 48 .
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v fnas celebrate at once Our Lord’s erth apd His Death: !
but on the next day e celebrate the martyrdom ofHis
- . first martyr, the blessed éStephen Is itsan accident, do
K you think, that the da¥ of the first martyr folloWws im-
‘ mediately the day of the Birth f Christ? By no meanss
Just as we rejoice and. mourn at once, in the Birth and
in the Passion of Qur Lord; sg also, In a smaller figure,
‘we both rejoice and mourn in the deatheof mArtyrs. e
We mourn, for the sins of the wogld that has martyred
them; we rejoice, that another soul is numbered among
the Saints in Heaven, for the glory of God and for the
salvation®of men.* .

- Bgloveg, we do not think ¢f a martyr simply as a ®»
good Christian who has been killed because**he is a
Christian: for that would be solely to mourn. We do not *
think of him simply.as a good Christian who has been
elevated to the company of the Saint$: for’that would
be simply to rejoice: and neither our mourning nor our
rejoicing is as the world’s is. A Christian martyrdom 1s
never an‘accident, for Saints are not made by accident.
Still less is a Christian martyrdom the effect of % man’s
will to become a Saint, as a mah by willing and con-
triving may become a ruler of men. A martyrdom is
always the de51gn of God, for His love of men, to’ Warn
them and to lead them, to bring them back to His ways.

! It is never the des:gn of man; for the true martyr is
* he who has become the msirument of God, who has
j Jost his will in‘the will of God, and who no longer de-
1 “sires anlything for himself, noteeven thé glory of martyr-
i dom.' So thue as on earth the Church mourns and

e e




rejoices at once, in a fashion that the world cannct
uncerstand; so in Heaven the Sgints are most high,
laving made themselves mosg low, and are seen, not as
we see them, but in the light of the Godhead from
:which they draw their being. . ®

I have spoken to you to-day, dear children of God, of
the martyrs of the past, asking you to remember especi-
ally oyr martyr of Canterbury, the blessed Archbishop
Elphege; because it is fitting, on Christ’s birth day, to
remember wyhat is that Peace which He brought; and
because, dear children, I do not think I shall ever
preach to you again; and because it is possiblé that in a
short time you may haye yet another martyr, and, that
one perhaps not the last. I would have you keep in your
" hearts these words that I say, and think of them at
another time. In the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and ot the Holy Ghost. Amen.



-

L] Py . . °
e e . .
~ % L °
L ]
® ]
'] *
. ®
@
® hd Py
PartlI o ° .
. * * :
[ ]
Characters
® tu ®
TI;I’REE PRIESTS °
» Four KNIGHTS

ARCHBISHOP THOMAS BEckeT
CHORUS OF WOMEN OF CANTERBURY
* ATTENDANTS
L ®
The first scene is in the Archbishqp’s Hall,
the second scene is in the Cathedral, -
on December 29th, 1170

@
)
-.
L]
¢
. -
.
b4 -
. » )
R 3
L] L]
L4 >
.'
. )
® Ll
g ol
L4 o ® - ,’ &
.. @




©

o

e "

i)

I

13
¢
€ P
€
¢ * € M
©
€ 3
«
e
¢
R 4
¢
& B
<
X «
S %
@ “
© *
©
“
« <
“
< 3
K
« %
. <
1
(e €
< E
1
£ ! &



Pl

(2 . . 0

® , ® L e i
y s e "

® *
° é ®
o ° e
Y
®
L ] ® Py
- CHORUS . e *

Does the bird sing in the South? *

Only the sea-bird cries, driven inland bysthe storm.

What sign of the spring of the year? o o

Only the death of thg old: not a stir, not a shoot, not a
® breuth. .

Do the days begin fo lengthen?,

Longer and darker the day, shorter and colder the

2

o e

night. e
Still and stifling the air: but a Wmd is stored up in the
East. - e ©
“Fhe starved crow sits in the field, attentive; and iri the - o
wood , . .
The owl rehearses the hollow note of death. .
What signs of a bitter spring?
The wind stored up in the East. .
What, at the time of the birth of Our Lord, at Chnst,-
mastide, § S
Is there not peace upon earth, goodwill among men? -
The peace of this world is alwaysqncertain, unless nen | 2
~ Keepthe peace of God. : :
And war among men defil&s thiseworld, but death in
o the Lord renews it, . s -
] 53 . 3
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* And the world must be cleaned in the winter, or we
Chall have only . e

A sour sPrmg, a parched sumrr“r‘r, An empty harvest.

Between Christmas and Easter what work shall be

L

°  doge? i
The ploughman shall go out in March and turn the
same earth .

He has *urned before, the bird shal1 sing the same song.

When the leaf is out on the tree, when the elder and
may - ’

Burst over the stream, and the air is clear and h‘;gh

And voicés trill at windows, and ch,lldren tumblein front
of the door,, | . «

What work shall have been done, what wrong

"Shall the birds song cover, the green tree cover, what
wrong | "t

Shall the fresh earth cover? We wait, and the time is

~ ghort -~
- But'waiting is long. "
[Enter the FIRST PRIEST with a banner of St. Stephen
borne before him. The lines sung are in italics. ]

-~

N FIrRsT PRIEST
Since Christmas a day: and the day of St. §tephen, ¥irst
Martyr. .
Prirces moreover did sit, and did witness falsely against
. me. - ' -
A day that was always most dear t6 the Archpishop "\
Thomas. " T
And he kneeled down and cried with a loud voice: o
; ‘ 54 ,
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Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. »
Princes moreover didsit.
™ % [f;trozt of St. Stephen Is beard]
[Enter the SECOND PRIEST with a banner of St. John,
the Apostle before him.) o
»
. SeconD BRIEST .

Since St. Stephen a day: and the dayeof St. John the

Apostle,. >
In the midst of the congregation he opened?us mouth.
That wleich wasefrom the beginning, which Jwe-hdve

heard, b
Which we have seen with our 'eyes, and our hapds have

L2

handled ¢ . .
Of the word of life; that which we have seen and heard
Declare we unto you. e

In the midst of the congregation.
[Introit of St.¥ohn is hmr&]
[Enter the THIRD PRIEST, with a banner of the Holy *
Innocents borne before him.] o
L]
THIRD PRIEST

Since St. John the Apostle a day and the day ef the

“Holy Innocents. o
Out of the moulh of very babes, O God.
As the voice of many waters, of thunder, of harps,
o They sung as it were a new song. ® )

# The biood of thy saints have they shed like water, .

And there wag no man to bury them. Avenge, O Lord,
Theblood of thy saints. In Rama, & voice heard, weeping.
o 55 .
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Out of the mouth.of very babes, O God!

-

[T uk PRriesTs stand togerh/’r with the banners behind

thent™® B ‘ ~

L

. | FIRST PRIEST ‘
Since the"Holy Innocents a day: the fourth day from
Christmas. .,
- ° THE THREE PRr=sTS ’

~

Re]ozce we all, keepzng holy day,

FIRST PRIEST
Asforthe people, so also for himself, he offeretlsfor sins.
He lays dovwn his life for the shee].

- THE THREE PRIESTS
Re]ozce we all, keeping holy day.
.. FIRST PRIEST
To-day?
v SECOND PRIEST .

To-day, What is to-day? For the day is half gong.

F1gsT PRIEST
To-day, what is to-day? but another day, the dusk of the
year. ~

L3

~ L

SECOND PRIEST
To-day, what is to-day? Another mght ‘and another
dawn .

” -~

THIRD PRIEST ~
What day is the day that vre know that we hope for or
fear for?. "

-

LS



Servants of the ng

Urgent business.

. . ]
. S ' - '

Every day is the day we should fear from er hope from '

One moment » ’
Weighs like bggther..pm'y in retrospecuon, selectmn,
We say, that was the day The cntlcal moment
That is always now,"and here. Even now, ia sordld
particulars .
The eternal design may appér. |

[Enter the Foun KNIGHTS. The banngrs dzsapﬁean]

. FIRST KNIGHT .

FRsT PRIEST ®
And known te us. -
You are welcome. Have you ridden far? .

® e

FersT KXN1GHT .

‘Not far to-day, but matters urgent

Have brought us from France. We rodegard, , e

%ook ship yesterday, landed last night, - ‘ -
: Havmg business with the Archbishop. L

SECOND KN!GHT

. -, Tumrp KNIGHT e
) ‘From‘the King.
* SECOND *KNIGHT
By the ng s'ord.el’ % o ,
, . FirsT ENIGHT '
e ° - Our men are outsidé.
L 57 e .
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We will find our own dinner. .

ef ;
t f f ‘
* ¢ FIRsT PRIEST
Yon know the Axchbishop’s hospltaﬁty
We are about to go to dinner. ™
The good Archbishop wopld be vexed ‘
If we did not offer you entertainment
Before your busines?. Please dine with us.
. Your men shall be looked after alsc. .
Dinfier before bu'bmesg. Do you like roast pork?

L3

¢ FIrsT KNIGHT
Business before dinner. We will roast your pork,
First, and dine upon it after. P

e e r

SECOND KNIGHT,
"We must see the Archbxshop

I'd

e

-

ve

e

» « THIRD KNIGHT
Go, tell the Archbishop
We hve no need of his hospitality.

-

FIrsT PRIEST [to attendant]
Go, tell His Lordship.

"

FourTH KNIGHT "
" How much longer will you keep us waiting?
[Enter THOMAS.]

Ld

F
"

4 THOMAS [to PRIESTS] - ’
However certain our expectation -
The moment foreseen may be unexpected
When it arrives. It comhes when we are "

58 2T
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Engrossed with matters of other urgeycy.’,

On my table yduf wilbfind , ?
The papers n&&der, a,nd{he documents szgned

[To KNIGHTS.]

You are Welcome, whdtever your business may be.
You say, from the King?

3
”
* ° . . L]
FIRST KnNiGHT ,,' 2,
. Most surely from the King.
- We must speak with you alone. £
® » 7
» THOM;AS [to PRIESTS]
® e * Leave ys then alone.
Now what is the matter? »
i »
FfRsT KNIGHT 3
This is the matter.
» .2 ®

o THE THREE K NIGHTS

You are the Archbishop in revolt against the ng, in

rebellion to the King and the law of the Iand

You are the Archbishop who was made by the King;

whom he set in your place to carry out hiscom-

*mand. , : , »
You are his seryant, his tool, and hisjack, B
You wore his favours on your back, °

You had your honours all from Jhis hand; from Rim

: you had the power, the seal and the ring.

‘This is the man who was the'tradesman s son: the back~ i

.stalrs brat who Was born in @heap51de'
, L .
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e As his most faithful vassal in the and.

P

.

Yes, we'll pray for you!

ef f
¢ ‘ f ¢ ! o
This is the creature that crawled upon the King; swollen
Cwith blood and swollen,with pride‘. .

Creepmg out of the London &t, ,
Cravvlmg up like a louse on your shlrt .
The man, who cheated, swindled, lied; broke his oath

and betrayed his King.

€
o THOMAS °, ‘

This is not true® .

Both before and after I received thering
Thave been a loyal subject to the King.
Sa.vmg my order, I am at his command

or e e
FirsT KNIGHT
Saving your order! let your order save you—
As I do not thinkeit is like to do. °
Saving your ambition is what you mean,

Stviag your pfide, envy and spleen.

. SECOND KNIGHT
Saving your insolence and greed.
Won’t you ask us to pray to God for you, in your need?
L

THIRD KNIGHT

€

£

FirsT KniguT

f ; - % Yes, we'll pray for you' .
‘ . THr THfEs KENIGHTS ’
Yes, we’ll pray that God may help you! : -
: 60 .~ A N
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THOMAS ra ] .
But, gentlemeh,*youy business ?
Which you sa\Qo urgent,is it gnly
Scolding and blasphen:ﬁng?

K
FIRST KNIGHT » o
That vsas only
Our indignation, as losal subjécts. o,
| THOMAS = ? 2
Loyal? to whom?

R , *FIRST KNIGHT .

To the King! ’
SECOND KNIGHT, - .
» » The King! .

- THIRD KmIGHT
The King! ’ ? e
. THE THREE KNIGHTS » ; s ®
*m ng bless him! , _ s

THOMAS s
Then let your new coat of loyalty be worn
Carefully, so it get not soiled or torn.
Have: you something to say?

FIRST KNIGHT o
- By the King’s command,

K

Shall we say it now?

SEconp KNIGHT i R
o . Withotit delay, |

Befeare the old fox i$ off and aways
‘ 61 : '
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LI TrOMAS
‘ ¢ . What you have to say
By the King’s command-“-if ishe tire Kir;g}s command—
Should be said in public. If you make charges,
Then in public I will refute them.

«FIRST KNIGHT
s ’ « No! here and now!
[(They ‘make to aetack him, but the priests and attendants

return and quietly interpose themselves.)
P

THOMAS

) L

&

Now andhere! .

" +  FIRST KNIGHT

¢ Of your earlier misdeeds I shall malre no mention,

They are too well known, But aft(rax: dissension

Had ended, jn France, and you were endued

With your former privilege, how did you show your

© qgratitude?

You had fled from England, not exiled .

Or threatened, mind you; but in the hope

Of stirring up trouble ia the French dominions.

You sowed: strife abroad, you reviled

The King to the King of France, to the Pope,

Raising up against him false opinions. -
L
«SECOND KNIGHT

Yet the King, out of his charity,

And urged by your friends, offered clemency,
Made a pact of peace, and ell dispute ended
Sent you back to your See as you demandéd.

g 62 i
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*Say therefore if you will be content .

'And as for tlre bishops, it is not my yoke .
®

® ? ‘ ‘ ' 4

Tuirp KNIGHT .
And bu.rymg the memory of your transgressmns N ‘ 5
Restored yo honoy.rs aga your possessions. »
All was grant® for Which you sued: g
Yet how, Prepeat, did you shogv your gratitude? » *

FirsT KNIGHT
Suspending those who had ctowned the $roung prince,
Denying the legality of his coronation, L

: SrcoND KNIGHT
Binding with the ghains of anathema. ®
®

’ » »
*s

THIRD KNIGHT
Usmg every means in your power te evince _
The King’s faithful servants, e¥ery one who transacts » .
His business in his absence, the business of the nation.

® ®
FirsT KNIGHT

These are the facts. - o ®

To answer in the King’s presence. Thereforg were we *

sent. B o

; THOMAS
Neyer was it my wish
To uncrown the King’s son, or to diminish
His honour a#d power. Why should,he wish G

- To deprive my people of nfe and keep me from my-own
* And bid me $it in Canterbury, alone?

®
]

I wotld wish him three crowns raghier than one,

R\ B
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That is laid upon them, or mine to revoke.

Let them go to the Pope. It was he who condemned
N .

~ them. e . - .
" . ﬂ‘ j
FirsT KNIGHT

Through you they were Suspended.

$ECOND KNIGHT
- : By you be this anended.

-~
2 ~

1Y
THIRD KNIGHT
-

Absolve them.,. °
T FirsT KNIGHT * o ®
Absolve them. =~
-~ - - -
- -7 THOMAS

]

I do not deny
That this was done through me. Bawt it is not I
Who can loose whom the Pope has bound.
Let them go to him, upon whom redounds
~ Their contempt towards me, their contempt towards
the Church shown. .

- FIRST KNIGHT
Be that as it may, here is the King’s command:
That you and your servants depart from this land.

A ®

THOMAS .
~ If that is the King’s command, I will be byld
To say: seven years were my people without
Myrpresence; seven years of misery and péin.
- S&ven years a mendigant or foreign charity
- Ilingered abroad: seven years is no brevity
e S 64 - :
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I shall not get those seven years back ggain,
Never again, yob myst make no doubt, ’
Shall the seaggn beﬁxeeal‘the shepherd’and his fold

FIRsT KNiGHT

The King’s justice, the King’s majesty, *
You insult with gross indignity; @

Insolent madmail, whom iotﬁ;lg deters *
From attaining his servants and minist®rs.

THOMAS .

It is notd who ingudt the King, e
And there is higher than I or the King.

Tt i¥not IBecket from Cheapside, ,

It is not against mey Becket, tha you strive.
It is not Becket who pronounces doom,

But the Law of Christ’s Churc:h the judgement of

Rome.

. FIrsT KNIGHT

Priest, ydu have spoken in peril of your life.
: ®

~ SECOND KN&GHT
Priest, you have spoken in danger of the knife.

P THIRD KNIGHT
Priest, you ha\?e spoken treachery and treason.

g ) ‘ @
" Tee THREE KNIGHTS

Priest! traitor; confirmed in malfe#sance. b
’Q ‘ : L] L
THOMAS °
3 o - 3
I supmit my cause fo the judgement of Rome.
5 .
E 65
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s .
But if you ki't me. I shall rise from my tomb
To sitbmit my cause before God’s thror.*

e i [Ezit.]
- FourRTH KNIGHT

Priest! incnk! and servant! take, hold, detain,
Restrain this man,in the King’s name

13

o7 FIRsT KNIGHT

-~ <

ey © .
Or answer with your bodies.

SECOND KNIGHT
Enough of words. -

TrE Four KNIGHTS .
-

We come for the ng s justice, we come with swords.
) [Ezeunt.]

o Chorus °
I have smelt them, the death-bringers, senses are
quickened

- By subtile forebodings; I have heard .-

Fluting in the night-time, fluting and owls, have seen
at noon

Scaly wings slanting over, huge and mdlculous I have
tasted . ‘ :

The savour of putrid flesh in the spoon. I have left

The heaving of earth at nightfall, restless, absurd. I have
heard - 2

Langhter in the noises of beasts that make strange
noises: jackal, jackass, jackdawt; the scurrying %
noise of mouse and jbrboa; the laugh of the loon,
the lunatlc bird, X have seen ° -



. i ) ¥ ’ 2
Grey necks twisting, rat tails twinipg,’in the thlck ;
lights of @atwn. § have,eaten
Smooth creatyres stil} hymg, with the strong salt taste
of living things under sea; I have tasted
The living lobster, the crab, te oyster, the yhelk and
the prawn; and they live and spawn in my bowels,
and o bowels,dissolve in the light of dawn. I
have smelt . " s , *
Death in the rose, death in the hollyhock, sweet pea,
hyacinth, primrose and cowslip. I hawe seen
Trunk apd horn, tesk and hoof, in odd places; -, =
I have lain on the flaor of the sea and breathed with
® the »eathing of the sea—ahemope,,swalloy_ved with
ingurgation of, the sponges I have lain in the soil |
and criticised the worm. In the air
Flirted with the pasSage of the kite, I have plunged
& with the kite and cowered with the wren. I have
felt » @
The horn of the beetle, the scale of the viper, the °
mobile hard insensitive skin of the elephant, the

evasive flank of the fish. I h‘ave smelt ’

Corruption in the dish, incense.in the latrine, the
sewer in the incense, the smell of sweet soap in
the wooqdpath, a hellish sweet scent in the wood-
path, Whize the ground heaved. I have seen

Rings of light &oiling downvw.rards, destending

* Tqthe horror of the ape. Have I ngt known, not known

$ What yvas coming to be? It was here, in the kitchen, ip

- the passage, 2 e
Inthe mews in the ‘barn in the byre in the market place
67 ’
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[ Inour veinsgur howels our skulls as well
As well as in the plottings of potensates”
As well as in the consultations of powers,,”
What is woven on the loom of fate
What is woven in the councils of princes
Is woven also in our veins, our brains,
Is woven like a pattern of living worms
In the guts of the women of Canterbury.
T have smelt them, the death-bringers; now is too late
Fer action, too soon for contrition. =«
Nothing is possible but the shamed swoon
Of those consenting to the last hwmniliation. e~ -
_Thave consented, Lord. Ar chbishop, have consented.
Am torn away, subdued, violated,
United to the spiritual flésh of nature,
Mastered by the animal powers of spirit,
Dominated by the lust of self-demolition,
By the final uttermost death of spirit,
= By the final ecstasy of waste and shame,
= O Lord Archbishop, O, Thomas Archbishop, forgive us,
forgive us, pray for us that we may pray for you,
out of our shame.
{Enter THOMAS.] ¢

<

«

* THOMAS !
Peace, and be at peace »witﬁ your thoughts and visiong.
These things had to come to you and ybu to accept them. %
This is your share of the efernal burden,

- The perpetual glory. This is one motnent, o
g 68 .
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But know that another ' > ’ YA
Shall pierce yauwith a sudden painfui joy ’ > .
When the figure of God’s purpbse is médde complete.
You shall forget these‘nhmgs, toﬂmor in the hous’ehold
You shall remember them, drcnmg by the ﬁre, 3
When age and forgetfulness sweeten memory
Only like a dream that has ofjen beéh told
And ofteh been changed in the telhng Thiey will seem »

unreal. .

Human kirid cannot bear very much reality.
[Enter ?RIESTS.],

Pribsts [severally] "
My Lord you must not stop here. To the.minster.
Through the cloister. No tinfe to waste. They aree N
coming back, armed. To the ajtar, to the altar.

) ® »
THOMAS

Allmy hfe they have been coming, these feet. All my Bfe
I have waited. Death will come only when I am worthy, *

And if T am worthy, there is no danger. o4 iR
I have therefore only tomake pgrfect my will.
PRIESTS | i e
My Lord, they are commg They will break through
presently. ‘ L {’
You will be kxﬁed Come to the altar.e : PP
Make haste, my Lord. Don t stop here talkmg It ispot ol
ol rlght e ai ‘
- What shall become of us, nfy Lord if you are kxlled ]
what shaﬂ bedbme ofus? , @
% o » . i
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.’ THOMAS
- e -
Peace! be quiet! remember there Jyou-are, and what is
happening} . .

No life nere is sought for but mme,
And I am not in danger:eonly near to death.

. PRIESTS
My Lord, tg vespers! Ydu must-not be absent from
- veSpers. Yqu must not be abSent from the divine

office. To vespers. Into the-cathedral !

L3
THOMAS

Go to*:v.espers, remember me at yourﬁp‘i‘ayers.
They shall find the shepherd here; the flogk shal] be
spared. =~ °
=1 have had a tremour of bliss, a wink of heaven, a
whisper, r .
And I wouldno I¢nger be denied; all things
Prgceed to a joyful consumnration.

Prizsts , ’
Selze hlm' force him! drag him!

A HOMAS
Keep your hands off!

PRriEsTS e

-

’}‘o vespers! Hurry.

[They drag him off. While the CHORUS sg reak, the scene

is changed to the cathedral.)
CHORUS [whzle a DIGS Ire: is sung in Latin by a choir in
. ethe dsstance] |
‘ 'Numb the hand and dry the eyehd e L
e gt

£
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Still the horror, but more horror »
Than when teasing in the belly. oot s . !

Still the horryr, but h;or,e horror
Than when twisting in the fingers,
Than when splitting in the skufll. ' »

More than footfall in the passage, ,
More than shadow irrthe doorway, .
More than fury in the hall. - * .

The agents of hell dlsappear, the human, they shrink
and dissolve |
Into dust on the wmd forgotten, unmemorable, only

 » ishegg P s
The white flat face of Death, God’s &ilent servant, ’
And behind the face of Death the Judgement .
And behind the Judgement the Void, more horrid than

active shapes of hell; ¢ .

Emptiness, absence, separation from God;

‘The horror of the effortless journey, to the empty Iand e

Which i'no land, only emptiness, absence the Void,

Where those who were men can no longer'turn the :

mind °

To dlstracnon, delusxon, escape into dream, pretence,

. Where the soul is no longer deceived, for there areno

29

objects, no tones, 9

No colours, ni forms to d1stract, to d;vert thesoul =
From seeing itself, foully ﬂmted forever, nothmg w1th ‘
nothmg, . h
Not what we call death, bus What, Beyond is death ot~ ~ *
death e . ; ; '
. . ' .
SR >
. : " e . » * L
& +® " . :
® - ]

e




#( /
¢ r

P ¢ 4 ;
. Wefear, we fear. Who shall then plead for me,
L .
* Whe intercede for me, in my most need?,
L

-

’ . L ¢ .
Dead upon the tree, my Savioue, S
Let not be in vain Thy labour; .

ﬁelp me, Lord, in my last fear.

Dust I am, to dust am bending,
- From the final doom impending -
Help me, Lord, {r death is near.

.

[In the cathedral. THOMAS and PRIESTS. ]

: PRIESTS = .
“ Barthe door. Bar the door. -
<The door is barred. e .
We are safe. We are safe.
They dare not break in. ’
They cannot break in. They have not the force.

We age safe. We are safe.

-

-

THOMAS
Unbar thé doors! throw open the doors!
I will not have the h8use of prayer, the church of

-

-

. Christ,
The s;nctuary, turned into a fortress. .
The church shall protect her own, in her own way,
* not e li
As oak and stone; stone and 6ak decay, ;
" lee no stay, but the Church shall endure’ : <
i The church shall be copen,eeven to our enem1es Open
the door! . 2T -
. 72 . . ¥
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_ PRIEST e
: KJ b
My Lord! thesgsare not men, these come not as ten
® ® e

come, bug * e R ‘
Like maddened beasts'.‘They come not like men,%who
Respect the sanctuary, who kneel to the Body of Christ,e
But like beasts. You would bar the door ¢
Against the lion, the leopard, $he woff or the boar,
Why not Inore . AR
Against beasts with the 'souls of damngd men, agaj‘nst

men.
®
‘Who WOI'J].d damn ghemselves to beasts. My Lord! My
Lord! t . .
Te »e ’

. THoMas ' e
You think me reckless, desperate and mad.
You argue by results, a5 this wdrld does,

To settle if an act be good or bad. e ;
You defer to the fact. For every life and everyact | o
Gonsequence of good and evil can be shown. - ‘

And as in fime results of many deeds are blended

So good and evil in the end become confounded”

It is ot in time that my death shall be known;

It is out of time that my decision is taken o
If youcall that decision e L
To which my whole being gives entire consent.
Igivemylife'i : o o

» To‘the‘ Law of God above the Law of Man. - e

yUnbar the door! unbar the door! * ‘

L2 Y

We are not here to triumph lsy fighti;i‘g, hy\stratégeﬁi; |

~ R L3
Jrby resistance; o il
‘ 'y » 735 ‘ : i, b
". ‘-\ﬁ" : .~ . g
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Not to fight, with beasts as men. We have fought the
© “ beast o,

And have conqiered. We have onlry to copiquer

Novw, by suffering. This is the ea31er v1ctory

“Now is the triumph of the Cross; now

Open the door! I command it. OPEN THE DOOR!

[The door is opened. The KNIGHTS enter, slightly tipsy.]

. .

- L3
* 3 PRIESTS

This way, my Lord!.Quick. Up the stair. To the roof.
~ To the crypt. Quick. Come. Force him.
e A
’ KNIGHTS,
Where is Becket, the triitor to the King? e 4
Where is Becket the meddlmg priest?
Come down Daniel to the lions’ den,

Come down l'ianiel fof the mark of the beast.

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
* Are you marked with the mark of the beast?
Come down Daniel to the lions’ den,
Come.down Daniel and join in the feast.

- Where is Becket the Cheapside brat?
Where is Becket the faithless priest?
Come down Daniel to the lions’ den,
Come down Daniel and join in the feast.

L]

e THOMAS !
It js just man who :
kae a bold lion, should be vnthout fear.”

I am here. A e ® :
‘No traitor to the King, Iam a priest; .° -
o ¢ ‘ ’ : . 7’( * * e
- e .
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A Christian, saved by the blood of Christ, » | .
Ready tQ suffenwith my blqod. ) o0
This is the sigm of the Church atways, ° :

L]
The sign of blood. Blo8d for blood. >
His blood given to buy my life, )
My blood given to pay for His death,
My death for His death. o o
? ¢ °
FirsT KNIGHT . o *

Absolve all those you hayge excommunicated.

SEcOoND KNIGHT J
Resign the powerg you have arrogated. .o "
. THRD KNIGHT )

Restore to"he King the money ;roq appropriateg.

firsT KN1GHT .
Renew the obedience you havg violated.

THOMAS L

For my Lord I am now ready to die, :
That his Church may have peace and liberty. .
Do with mse as you will, to your hurt and shame;
But none of my people, in God’s name, .
Whether layman or clerk, shall you touch.
This I forbid. '

S

. KNIGHTS
‘Traitor! traito}! traitor!
‘ i THOMAS %

* You, Reginald, three times traitor you: .
1t Traitor to me as my temporal‘vassal, . X
", Traitor to me as your spirituaklord,s

Trai.tor to Godin‘desecrating His Church.
; . ’ 75 .
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. FirsT KNIGHT '
© .
No faith doIoweto arenegade, <o . .

And what I owé shall ndw be Rai‘c}.« Tf
L4

THOMAS -

’ Now* te Almighty éod, to the Blessed Mary ever

Virgin, to the blessed John the Baptist, the holy apostles
Peter and Paul, to the blessed martyr Denys,and to all
the Sdints, I aommend my cause and that of the
Church. ' N

€
=, -While the KNIGHTS kill him swe hear the
La

® CHORUS ¢
Clear the air! clean theSsky! wash the windddake stone
from stone and wash them.
® The land is foul, the water is foul, our beasts and our-
selves deﬁle.d with Blood. ¢
A rain of bléod has blinded my eyes. Where is England?
. £
« Jwhere is Kent? where is Canterbury?

o O far far far far in the past; and I wander in a land of

barren boughs: if I break them, they bleed; I
Wander in a land of dry stones: 1f I touch them
they bleed.

How,can I ever return, to the soft quiet seasons?

- Night stay with us, stop sun, hold season, let the day
not come, let the spring not come.

Can I look again at the day and its comnfon things, and

¢ see them all smeared with blood, thr0ugh acur- °

- tain of falhng blood?‘ .
V\ e did not wish anthingto happen; -

L

We understood the prjvate catastrophe,- * o

i 76 t e
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The personal loss, the general misery, o e .
Living'snd gartly living; * s
The terror b))gnght at ends ifl daily action,
The terror by day that ends in sleep;

But the talk in the market-place the hand on the broom®
The night-time heaping of the ashes, e

The fuel laid on the fire at daybreak,

L]

These acts marked a Emit to our suffermg * e . .
Every horror had its defipition,
Every sorrow had a kind of end: R -
Inlife there is not sime to grieve long. ., - P
But this, this is out of §ife, this is-out of time, *©
An Pnstanswternity of evil and 4rong. >
We are soiled by a fjlth that we gannot clean, united to - i
supernatural vermin, * )
It is not we alone, it s not th house, it is not the city
that is defiled,
But the world that is Wh011§' foul. «®
€lear the air! clean the sky! wash the wind! take the .  °
stone from the stone, take the skin from the g o
take the muscle from the bone, and wash them. o
Wash the stone, wash the.bOne, wash the brain,
wash the soul, wash them wash them! . o
[The'KNIGHTS, having completed the murder, advance,
10 the front of the stage and address the audience. ] ;

4 ° N 2

‘ FIRST KNIGHT . ‘
¥ We_ beg you fo give us your attentmn for a few
‘ ~ moments. We know that yott may'be disposed to ]udge
~ unfgvourably of o action. Yoy, are Englishmen, and

*
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therefore you believe in fair play: and when you see
one man bemg set upon by four, then‘your syripathies
are all with the under dog. erspecf su(:h feelings, I
share them. Nevertheless, I appeal to your sense of
shonour. You are Englishmen, and therefore will not
judge énybody without hearing both sides of the case.
That is in accordance with our Jong-established prin-
ciple of Trial by Jury. I am not myself qualif'ied to put
our case to you. I am a man of action and not of words.
For that reaspn I shall do no more than introduce the
cther speakers, who, with their vari.ous abilities, and
different points of view, will be able to lay before you
the merits of this extré‘mely complex prolsbem. I ehall
call upon our eldest ‘member to spgak first, my neigh-

bour in the country: Baron William de Traci.
L4 e

3

€

THIRD KNIGHT
o am afraid I am not an'y‘thing like such an exper-

. 1enced speaker as my old friend Regmald Fitz Urse

W&gld 1ead you to believe. But there is ome thing I

should Ike to say, and I might as well say it at once.

It is this: in what we have done, and whatever you
may,think of it, we have been perfectly disinterested.
JIThe other KNiGHTS: ‘Hear! hear!’.], e are not
getting anything out of this. We have much more
to lose than to gmin. We are four pla’n Enghshmen
who put our countz;y first. 1 dare say that we didp’t
make a very good impression when’ we came in just ¢
now. The fact is that we khew we had taken on a pretty
stiff job; I'll only spegk for myself! but T had drugk a
¢ 78 . ’
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good deal—I am not a dJ;nkmg man ordinarily—to G
brace ngsel%l; for it When you come to the poine, #
does go againdt tHe gzam to kilPan Archbishop, especi-
ally when you have b¥en brought up in good Church
traditions. So if we seemed a bitxowdy, you will under-»
stand why it was; and for my part I am awfﬁll?y sorry
about it. We realised that this,was odr duty, but all the
same we flad to WOI'ksOU.I’SGlVES up to it. And, as_I sa1d »
we are not getting a penny out of this? We know per-
fectly well how things will turn out. King Henry— -
God bless hlm——-wﬂl have to say, for reasons of state, it
that he never meant this to happen; and thereis going
to be an avaful row; and at the best we shall have to =
spend the rest of our lives abrodd.” And eveh when -
reasonable people come to see that the Archbishop had *
to be put out of the way—and personally I had a tre-
mendous admiration for him—you must have noticed
what a good show he put ip at the end—they vx;og’t
give us-any glory. No, we have done for ourselves,
there’s no Thistake about that. So, as I said at the begip- ..
nining, please give us at least the credit for bethg é. .
 pletelydisinterested inthis busines. I think that is about
all I have to say. :
i . . FIRST KNIGHT :
I think we will all agree that William de Traci has~
~ spoken well anfl has made a very imprtant point. The ronh
* gist of his argument is this’ that we have been com-
*pletely. disinterested. But our act 11:se1f needs more
)ustlflcatxon than that; and you st hear our other
spe@ers I shaﬂ callenext upon Hygh de Morville, who
. s 79 :
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has made a gpecial study of statecraft and constitutional -

Iaw. Sir Hugh de Morville. | e l’ &

P ®
L4

e
i SECOND KNIGHT

I should like first tofrecur te a point that was very
well put by our leader, Reginald Fitz Urse: that you
are Englishmen fand therefore, your sympathies are
alyyays with the under dog. It is the English spirit of
fair play. Now the worthy Archbishop, whose good
qualities I very much admired, has throughout been
presented as the under dog. But is éhis really the case?
I am going to appeal not to youw emotions but to your
reason. You are hard—?eaded sensible peosle, as & can
see, and not to be faken in by emotional clap-trap. I
~ therefore ask you to consider soberly: what were the
Archblshop s alms? and what are King Henry’s aims?

In the answer to these questlons lies the key to the

peoblem.
The King’s aim has been perfectly consistent: Durm'g

th&{‘el gn of the late Queen Matilda and the Trruption of

the unhappy usurper Stephen, the ngdom was very
much divided. Qur Klng saw that the one thing need-

ful was to restore order: to curb the excessive powers of

_local government, which were usually exercised for

selfish and often seditious ends, and to reform the

legal system. Heotherefore intended that Becket, who
had proved hlmself an extremely able admxmstrato;'———

no one denies that——-should unite the oﬁ" ices of Chan-""

cellor and ArchbiShop. “Had Becket, concurred with
the King’s wishes, we should have had an almost ,Ldeal
: ” : 80 " - :
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State a union of spmtual and temporal administra- -
tion, uqier thescentral government I knew Beekqt ¢

well, in van&xs official relatlon's, and I*may say that’l

have never known d®man so well qualified for the

hlghest rank of the Civil Servicg. And what happened?

The moment that Becket, at the King’s mstance, had

been made Archbishop, he regigned the office of Chan-

cellor, he® became mgre priestly than the’ prlests he

ostentatiously and offensively adopted®n ascetic man-
ner of life, he affirmed immediately that there was
a hlgher order th;m that which our ng, and he g
the ng s servart, had for so qmany years striven to

" establish; agd that—God knows why—the two orders

ho

« ® .

were incompatible.
You will agree with me that such interference by, an
Archbishop offends the instin@ts of a people like ours.

~ So far, I know that I have your appr8vat: ‘I read it in

- your faces. It is only with the measures we have had to

adopt, in order to set matters to rights, that you Sake .

issue. Nd'one regrets the necessity for violence moye
than we do. Unhappily, there are times When‘violﬁfce
is the only way in ‘Which social Justice can be secured.
At another time, you would condemn an Archbishop by
‘vote ,of Parliament and execute him. formally as a

. . * ¥
traitor, and no one would have to bear the burden of

 being called mturderer. And at a latgr time still, even

i such temperate measures a8 these would become un-

,necessary Buf, ifsyou have now alrived at a just sub-

ordination of the pretensioms of she Church to the

‘ wégare of the*State, remember that it is we who took
B ' 81 :
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the first step. We have been mstrumental in brmglng
abdut the state of affairs that you approye. ¥e have
served your interests; we mern; rouf aygiause and if
there is any guilt whatever i in"the matter, you must
~share if, v:ith us. . ; ,

, FIRST KNIGHT

Morville has glven us & great deal to think about. It
seems”0 me that he has said almost the last word, for
those who have been able to follow his very subtle
reasoning. Ve have, however, one more speaker, who
Has 1 think another point of view e expressr If there
are any who are still unconvinced, I think that Rlchard
Brito, coming s he does of a family d1st1ngu1shed for its

. loyalty to the Church] will be ablz to convince them.

Richard Brito.

-~
g%

L P

FourTH KNIGHT
~Lhe speakers who have preceded me, to say nothing
of our leader, Reginald Fitz Urse, have all spoken very
uch to the point. I have nothing to add ;along their
particular lines of argument. What I have to say may
be put in the form of a question: #ho killed the Arch-
bishop? As you have been eye-witnesses of this lament-
'_able scene, you may feel some surprise at my putting
it in this way. But consider the course of events. I am
obliged, very briefly, to go over the ground traversed
by the last speaker While the late Archbishop was

Chancellor, no one, “under the King,*did more to weld~

the country together, to give it the unity, the stablhty,
order, tranquility, and justice thatit so “badly needed.

-
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Froth the mément he bechme Archbishop, he com- 1
pletely ﬁeverse.d,.his policy; he showad himself tq be »
utterly indii&rent tp:the fate qf the comntry, to be, in
I fact, a monster of egdbishn. This egotism grevs upon
him, until 1t became at last gp undou‘k:ted mania. I‘
have unimpeachable evidence to the effeét that
before he left France he clearly préphesied, in the
presence of numerous witnesses, that he had not long
 to live, and that he would be killed 4n Englahd.”He
used every means of provocation; from his conduct,
step by step, there can be no inference ekcept that he T -
had det®rmined *upon a death by martyrdgm. Even
at* ghe last, he courd have given us reason: you
have seen how he evaded our guestiéns. Afd when
i he had deliberately exasperated us beyond human » -
endurance, he could still have easily escaped;‘ he o
: could have kept himself from us #mgsenough to
allow our righteous anger to cool. That was just what
¢ he did not wish to happen; he insisted, while we tere .
¢ still inflaked with wrath, that the doors should be ?
R opened. Need I say more? I think, with thesesfacs™Be- R
~ fore you, you will unhesitatingly render a verdict of
~ Suicide while of Unsound Mind. It is the only charit-
able yerdict you can give, upon one who was, after all,
. : L

i
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a great man.

»
5

- FirsT KENIGHT
« Thank y;}u;* Brjto, I think that there i§ no more to be =
said; &nd I suggest that yoy now, disperse quietly to = 7 *
your homes. Blease be carefui‘n(:t to lqité‘r in groups at ~

’ ' : 85 ; i) s
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street cornerg, and do nothmg that mlght provoke any
» public outbreak. ” : . £
Pil . L ';[E;:ewé KNIGHTS.]
. 2 IR
FIRST PRIEST
0 fathér, tather, gone from us, lost to us,
How shall we find rou, from What far place
Do you look down on us? You now in Heaveng
Wo shiall now guide us, protect us, direct us?
After what jOurney through what further dread
Shall we recover your presence? when inherit
Your str@:zg'ch7 The Church lies bereff
- Alone, desecrated, desglated and the heathen ghall
build on the rains,
» Their world without God. I see it. I'see it.

L4

e

” o
r~® THIRD PRIEST
No. For the Church is stronger for this action,
Trivmphant in adversity. It is fortified . .
" By persecution: supreme, so long as men wilt die for it.
G"'?'feah sad men, lost errmg souls, homeless in earth
or heaven. [ . .
Go where the sunset reddens the last grey rock
Of Brittany, or the Gates of Hercules.
“Go venture shipwreck on the sullen coasts
- Where blackamoors make captive Christian men;
Go to the northern seas confined with ice
~  Where the dedd breath makes numb, the hand makes ~
g ~  dull the bram, a A
Find an oasis in the desert sun, i -
84
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Go sgek alliance with the heathen Saracen;
To shar\hls ilthy rites, and try to snatch 2y, ?
Forgetfulness n kis libidinous caurts,
Oblivion in the fountah b by the date-tree; .
Or sit and bite your nails in Aqujtaine. 2
Jg the small circle of pain within the skul( i
You still shall tramp and tread one estdless round
Of thougRt, to justify your action to yourselves, : >
Weaving a fiction which unravels as yod weave, e
Pacing forever in the hell of make-beheve :
Which never is beljef: this is your fate on earth S e
And we must thirk no Jurther of you. —

? ®  Fst PrifisT , - \

s % Omylord g
The glory of whose new state 1s hidden from us,
Pray for us of your charlty , -

SECONDPRIEST
. Now in the sight of Go& .
Con]omed'!'mh all the saints and martyrs gone befo 4;58 i

you, ' , ‘ o pio

Remember us. % R ?

 THIRD PRIEST R
+ Letour thanks ascend * o
To,God, who has given us another Saint ‘inCanterbury

CHOB.US [W'hzle a Te Dedm is swzg in Latin by a

t 4

- * choir in the distanle. ] : : , t
‘We praise Thee, 0 God, for shy glery dls;played in alf
the creatures of. the earth,
. 88 .
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, by Thee, all things exist

€ 4 L. ;
In the snowy in the rain, m the wind, in the storm in
* all of Thy creatures, both the iw.?ers jmd the
hunted. * . c,, T 4
For al?things exist only as seen lfy Thee, only as known

s?

L

Only in Thy light, and Thy glory is declared even i=
that which dénies Thee; the darkness declares the
glory of light. e

Those Who den§ Thee could not deny, if Thou didst not
exist; and their denial i is never complete, for if

- 11; were so, they would not exist,

-

They afférm Thee in living; all things affirm Thee in
living; the bird irtthe air, both the hgwk ané the
finth; the béast on the earth, both the wolf and

. the lamb; the worm in the soil and the worm in
the belly a .

Therefore =40, whom Thou hast made to be conscious

- of Thee, must conscmusly praise Thee, in thought

*and in word and in deed. - . .

en with the hand to the broom, the btk bent in

E"”layfng the fire, the knee bent in cleaning the
hearth, we, the strubbers and"sweepers of Canter-

DYy

The back bent under toil, the knee bent under sim, the
hands to the face under fear, the head bent under
grief, P

Even in us the voices of s€asons, the snuffle of winter, °
the song of sprmg, the drones of summer, the~
voices of beaste and ef birds, praise Thee.

We thank Thee for 'It‘hy mercies of blo6d, for Thy re-

. 86 .
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demptmn by blood. For the blood of Thy martyrs - .

an&sm . i o, * '
Shall enrich t e etrtb, shall’create the hdly places. |
For wherever a saint Hs .dwelt wherever a martyr has -

given his blood for.the bloog of Chris . , - "
"Bigere is holy ground, and the sanctity shall not *depart et

from it . o .

- Though #mies trample over it, though 51gh‘cseers come e
- with guide-books looking over it; ¢

From where the western seas gnaw at the goast of Tona,

To the death in the desert, the prayer *in forgotteq,
places by the‘bro]gen imperial column, o

" Prom such ground sprmgs thawwhich forever renews e

the earth USRI -

‘Though it is forever demed Therefore, 0 God, e
thank Thee -

Who hast given such blessing to CanterDtime

FBorgive-us, O Lord, we acknowledge ourselves as type -~
of theommon man, g ©
Of the men and women who shut the door afid éﬁ*f’ by » |
the fire; ©  ° . e
Who fear the blessing of God, the loneliness of the
'night of God, the surrender required, the de-
pnvatmn 1nﬂ1cted | e
Who fear the injustice of men less than the }ustlce of °
B God; | '
aWho fear the hand at the Wmdbw, tfxe fire in the;
‘ thatch the fist in the tavern’ the Eush mto thé

.
@
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. . Less than we fear the love of God. * : :
: Te KV. acknowledg® oir trespass, our wetkness, 91} fault; |
we acknwvledge ¢ * : y) , s o
- That ¢he sin of the world is upim our Tleads, that the
it -,  blood of the martyrs-ardl the agony of the saints
. Is upodt Sr hdads. . -
Lord, have mercysupon us.’ ” .
o Chnst hav® mercy upon us : [
Lotd, have mexy upon us.
.- Blessed Thox:aas, pray for us. .
¥ e e ®
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