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Miscelleneous

The College: Gurukul Mahila Arts
and Commerce College, Porbandar

Raj-Raina Shreshihishri Nanjibhai Kalidas Mehta Arya
Kanya Vidyalaya Trust managed Gurnkul Mahila Arts and
Commerce College, Porbandar is o Griant-in-Aid college
affilinted to Bhakt Kavi Narsinh Mehta University, unagadh.
This institute of higher education, which was established in
1966, is 2 non-profit establishment offering undergraduate
cotirses in the faculties of Arts (B.A. with English, Hindi,
Gujarati, Home-5Science & Econemics), Commerce (B.Conu:
with Accounting & Computer-Science - Guijarati and English
mediunm) and post-graduate programmes in the faculties of
Arts - M.A. English and Commerce - M.Com. In addition, the
College runs five NSQF courses duly approved by UGC — (i}
Data-Entry Operator (ii) Sewing Machine Operator (iii)
Beauty & Wellness {iv) Pedicure and Manicure (v) Organic
Farming. And very recently the Institation also got affiliation
for Six distance learning programmes (BCA, BBA, MSW,
PGDCA, PGDBM & PGDE) af Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
University. It is located in Jubilee, Bekhira, Porbandar, in
Cujarat &caters specifically to the students coming from the
remote and rural sections of the saciety.

The Mission of the Institute is to achieve excellence in
academic and co-curricular education. Its emphasis is on
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sound teaching & learning through value based education.
The college believes in national integration and has an epen
admission policy, encouraging enrellments of girls
irrespective of income, class, caste, region; religion or creed.
At present the college has strength of abowl 730 students
coming from all the sectiens el the saciety:

As such, we have a teaching staff of 11 Full-time Experts
and as many as 15 Visiting Lecturers, who are imparting
instructions in various disciplines, The overall result
maintained by the college is in between 75 to 100% in the
UIniversity exams. Among the Administrative Staff we have
10 personnel who take care nf maintaining the entire College
apart from executing official duties assigned to them.

“Paradigm shifi from ‘Egocentricness’ to ‘Omniceniricness™
International Conference on "The Life and Work of
Rajraina Shreshthishri Nanjibhai Kalidas Mehta' organized
by Gurukul Mahila Arts and Commerce College,
Perbandar: A Report

An International Conference on The Life and Work ef
Rajratna Shreshthishri Nanjibhai Kalidas Mehta (Pujya
Bapuji) was erganized by Gurukul Mahila Arts and Commerce
College, Porbandaron 11th December 2022 in the warm and
dignified presence of Pujya Kulbhrata Mahendrabhai Mehta,
Shri Jay Mehta, Smit, Juhi Chawla Mehta, Shri Hemnabh
Khatau, Uma Mehta, Kamalakshi Mehta - Hon'ble Trustees
of the Arya Kanya Vidvalaya Trusi, National-International
experts, teachers, research-scholars and students, To get
acquainted with semeunknown, untouched areas of the life
of the Founding Father Rajaratna Shreshthishri Nanjibhai
Kalidas Mehta, who blessed thewerld in the later partof the
19th and early 20th ventury, an International Conference
was erganized with the objective of reminiscing, re-
interpreting and re- mntextuﬂlizmg his life and works. The
one-day International seminar was divided into seven
sessions: Inaugural Session; First Plenﬂ.l"_f Session; First
Parallel (Technical) Session {Teachers); Online Zoom Session;
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Second Parallel {Technical) Session (Students); Second
Plenary Session; Cultural & Valedictory Session. In all these
sessions, deliberationsand presentations were made about the
life and works of Founding Father Rajaraina Shreshthishri
Nanjibhai Kalidas Mehta. There werealso presentationson the
experiences of the honerable members of the Mehta family;
expert talks ol the learned speakersin the field of Art, Literature,

Society, Folk-lore, Philasophy, Economics, Commerce, Arya-

Samaj, Splntuﬂlﬁ}.r Philanthropy ete. The key- note speaker
during the Inaugural session was Shri Jay Mehta (Hon'ble Trustee
oftheArya KﬂnyaVﬁ}ydlﬁ}“d'ﬂnst .He congratulated Principal
Dr. Anupam Nagar for the organization of the Canference and
said that Pujya Bapuji learnt more fromexperience than books.
His practical understanding and knowledge transcended
boekishinformation. Initially Pujva Bapuji asseciated himsell
with his father's business and then began his sojourn Wwith
national mtamat:cﬂal I:mﬂmg houses. Although Pajya Bapuji
was a globe-trotter he ensured that e was firmly rooted in the
tradiﬁbﬂs_ﬁihié motherland. Hehad a strongurge to repay the
debithatone owes to one’s motherdand. In addition, Hon'ble Jay
Mehta sir mentioned that when Pujya Bapuji left for his
hieavenly abode he wasmerely seven vears old. The speakersof
theplenarv session of this seminarwere Hon'ble Collector (1AS)
Shri Ashek Sharma, Dr. Bhadrayu Vachehrajani, Dr. Ravi Zala,
Dz Vishal Bhadani and Dir. Mihir Dave. Shri Ashok Sharma siv
spoke about the Unigueness of the Arva Kanya Guruknl
Educational Institutions that transcended the categories of
caste, creed, mee and religion. According (o Sharmma sir, Pajya
Bapuii possessed the virtue af Abhayta (Fearlessness) that helped
him in successfully achieving all his endeavours. He rightly
referred to Pujva Bapuiji as the Maharishi of Saurashtra. Dr.
BhadrayuVachchrajani said with reference to Pujva Bapuiji,
Either livein such a way that it can be written about, or write
in such away thatit can belived upen. There are manydonors
and there are alse many who write their names on the
donations given but one observes absohitely nothing about
the uncenditional donations made by Pujya Bapuji. Dr.
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Vachhrajani emphatically said that Pujya Bapuji saw man
in men and not caste in caste. Though we have been talking
about giving ‘Bharat Ratna' to Maharaja Krishnakumar
Singhji for a long time, we should alsotalk about giving ‘Bharat
Ratna' to RajaRatna Shreshthishri Nanjibhai Kalidas Mehta:
Dir. Ravi Zala sir in his address mentioned that India isaland
of spirituality and Pujva Bapuji is an ideal example of how to
go from local to global throngh simple living and high
thinking. In the Online zoom session of this seminar, Mrs,
Arunaben Kanabay, an Alumni of Gurukul Mahila Arts and
Commerce College from Leicester - UK, said in her speech
that the werld is very beautiful but weall have the experience
that nothingis perfectanvwhere: (od has sent us to complete
an unfinished task - Pujva Kulpitaji understond this very
beautifully. Realizing that a leacher isnol st an advisor but
also a helper and a guide, Pujva Bapuji chese the path of
education to take the society in a betier direction. Madam
Beverley Swan {rom Scotland - UK said in her studied paper
that the age of thirteen s the age of ignorance whena person
is not fully grown, educated and experienced but knows
himself as 'Self’; Pujva Bapuji was independent. brave;
courageous, ambitious, hard-working and had full faith that
God would protect hiny. He himiself said, Nothing great can
be achieved without hard work, self-restraint and sirength of
character. On the same lines Dr. Balvant Jani, said that
Nanjibhai himself made the citizens of his country
beneficiaries, Most people migraie and adopt other's lifestvies
but Nanjibhai gave understanding, stability and support to
peaple in Africa. Pujva Bapuji was a person wha influenced
the world with Indian values. Venerable Nanjibhai Kalidas
Mehta was the persen whe provided employment to about
seventy percent of the Indians whao live in Afriea today. He
was not egocentric but omnicentrie. And saying that hewas
truly the ‘Raj Purush’of Gujarat, Dr Jani called this seminar
nota programme bt a historical and cultural event, In this
seminar, parallel (techmical) sessions was held in six classes
for research paper presentations in which a total of 180
research papers were presenited by teachers and students in
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the presence of distinguished expertsand resource persons—
Prof. Mehbooeb Desai {(Ahmedabad), Rtd. Principal Shri
Dilipsinh Ashar (Jamnagar), Principal Dr. Kamlesh
Budhbhatti (Ranavav), Principal Dr. Naughan Odedra
[Kutivana), Dr. Vishal Bhadani (Sanosara) and Dr. Mihir Dave
(Rajko1). The Chief-Guest of the Valedictory session Shri 1008
Maha M:mda]&:hwa’r Dr. Niranjan Rajyaguru said that Arva
Kanya Gurukul was established as an institution where folk
and tradition coalesce. Being a student of Arya Kanya
Gurukul,itselfisa cartlfimm of an excellent personality. No
other certificate is required for them. The Cultural tribute 1o
Pujva Bapuji came in the form of a ballet produced and staged
by thenoted Bharamatyam exponent from Mumbai, Kalashri
Smt. Lata Surendra and her team: The performance was
inspired by the Autobioegraphy of Pujva Bapuji- Dream Half-
Expressed. Kalashri Lata Surendra selected a few unique
aspects of Pujya Bapuiji’s journey from Childhood ta Old age
and paid homage through a ballet perfﬂrmanm that left the
audience mesmerized. During the stage performance

Kulabhrata Shri Mahendrabhai Mehta paid homage to his
father with moist eyes. During the feedback session Kulvadhu
Smt. Juhiben shared her memories with the Kulmata in her
natural simple style and praved to Kulmata and Kulpita to
Bless usand thereby realize the unfulfilled dreams that Pujva
Bapuji had for Gurukul. This seminar was erganized onder
the guidance of Honorary Provost of Arya Kanya Guroknl
and Principal of Guruknl Mahila Arts and Commerce College
Dr. Anupam Nagar Sir with the cooperation of Honorary
Secretary, Shri bmeshhhm Kothari, Vice Principal Prof.

Rohiniba ladeja, Seminar Commiitee Coordinator Dr
Shantiben Modhwadia and with the eooperation of the staff
and students of Gurukul Mahila Arts and Commerce College,
Perbandar.
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PARADIGM SHIFT FROM "EGOCENTRICNESS' TO "'OMNICENTRICNESS™
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON "THE LIFE AND WORK OF
RAJRATNA SHRINANJIBHAI KALIDAS MEHTA’

To commemorate the selfless service of Rajratna
Shri Namjibhai Kalidas Mehta (Pujya Bapuji], an
International Conference was organized by the Gurukul
Mahila Artsand Commerce College, Porbandar,

Titled - The Life and Work of Rajratna Shri Nanjibhad
Kalidas Mehta, the conference witnessed an august
gathering [rom the members of the Mehta [amlilv which
included Mr. Mahendra Mehta, Mr. Jay Mehta,
Ms, Juhi Chawla Mehta, Mr. Hemnabh Khatau, Ms. Uma
Mehta and Ms. Kamalakshi Mehta.

Also present at the event were the Hon'ble Trustees of
the Arya Kanya Vidvalaya Trust, national-international
experts, teachers, researchi-scholars and students,
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Shri Manjilkhai Kalidas Mehta

Mr. Jay Mehta and Ms. Juhl Chawla Mehta lighting the lamp a5 Mr. Suresh Kothari looks on
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Inaugurating the conlerence by congratulating Dr. Anupam Nagay;, Principal - Gurukul Mahila Arts
and Commerce College, Parbandar, Mr, Jay Mehta shared lesser known facts about Pujya Bapuji (Shri
Nanjilhai Kalidas Mehta) stating that he learntmore from experience than hooks.

Though, initially Pujya Bapuji was associated with his father's business, he soon developed a knack
for national-international trading houses, Inspite of being a globe-trotter, Pujya Bapuji ensured his
roots remained firmed with Indla - his motherland and he lefl no stone unturned to repay the debt
he owed to the country.

Paost the inauguration, the sessions in the conférence had experts debate and deliberate on various
subjects ranging from art, literature, society, folk-lore, phllosophy, economics, commerce, Arya
Samaj, spirituality, philanthropy ete. Videos and presentations on the life and works of Pujya Bapuji
added considerable excitement amongst the audience.

To get acquainted with some unknown, untouched areas of the life of the founding father Rajratna
Shresthi Shri Nanjibhai Kalidas Mehta, an International Conference was organized with the
objective of reminiscing, re-interpreting and re-contextualizing hislife and works.
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Ms. Uma Mehta and Ms, Kamalakshi Mehta lighting the lamp during the International Seminar
as Mr. Hemnabh Khatau and Ms. Juhi Chawla Mehta looks an

14




15

PEOPLE TALK
OCTORER-DECEMBER 2022
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Sitting on the dias from L-A:
his. Kamalakshi Mehta, Mr, Hemnabh Khatau, Ms. Uma Mehta, Ms. Juhi Chawla Mehta, Mr Jay Mehta,
Mr. Ashok Sharma, Dist. Collectar, Porbandar and Dr. Anupam MNagar
alongwith the Arya Kanya Gurulul students listening to their vedic mantras




