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TEACHERS DAY CELEBRATHONS
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Dr. Jyotiben Thanki

Former Professor of Economics
Organizers
Principal: Dr. Anupam Magar
Vice Principal: Prof. Rohiniba Jadeja
Convener, GSND: Dr. Shanti Modhwadia
Member, GSND: Dr. Ketki Pandya
Member, GSND: Ms. Ami Padhiyvar
Date: 10/09/2026
Time: 11:00 am onwards
Venue: Sharada Mandir,GMC




Date: 10/09/26
Teacher's Day Celebration
Department of Home Science
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4z Teachers’ Day Celebration
in the Library =
10/09/2026

R

On Teachers' Day, a student took on the role of a librarian ﬂl
and performed various library tasks such as arranging books, 3&"‘
managing newspapers and maintaining the library.

This activity developed a sense of responsibility, Ea
leadership and teamwork among students. —
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10/09/2026 : Department of English :Teacher's Day celebration
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Gurukul Mahila College Celebrates Teachers’ Day with Enthusiasm; Dr. Jyotiben
Thanki Felicitated on Receiving the D.Litt. Degree

Porbandar: Gurukul Mahila Arts and Commerce College, managed by the Rajratna
Shreshthishree Nanji Bhai Kalidas Mehta Arya Kanya Vidyalaya Trust, organised a
special celebration of Teachers’ Day with great enthusiasm and grandeur. The occasion
was graced by Dr. Jyotiben Thanki, former Vice-Principal and Professor of Economics
of the college, renowned litterateur, thinker and educationist, as the Guest of Honour.
Dr. Ilaben Thanki, a former student of Gurukul College and former IQAC member, was
also present on the occasion.

The programme commenced with a collective prayer by the students. This was
followed by the ceremonial lighting of the lamp. Prof. Rohiniba Jadeja, Head of the
Home Science Department and Vice-Principal, delivered the welcome address and
introduced the Guest of Honour. As the highlight of the programme, Principal Dr.
Anupam Nagar felicitated Dr. Jyotiben Thanki in accordance with the Gurukul tradition
by presenting her with a cotton garland, a warm shawl and a memento as a mark of
affection, respect and honour.

Dr. Jyotiben Thanki: A Life Dedicated to Education and Literature

Dr. Jyotiben Thanki was born in Bagvadar village of Porbandar. After completing her
M.A. in Economics and Sanskrit, she rendered 45 years of dedicated service at Gurukul
Mahila College from 1966 to 2005, serving as a Professor of Economics and Vice-
Principal.

She has made an immense contribution to the fields of literature and education. Her
literary accomplishments include more than 78 books and booklets, 15 translated
books, and over 250 articles and stories. Her contribution has been recognised through
several prestigious awards from the Gujarat Sahitya Parishad and Gujarat Sahitya
Akademi, as well as honours such as the Lifetime Achievement Award and Shiksha
Ratna Award conferred by the State Government.

Dr. Thanki also made a significant contribution to the establishment and development
of the Children's Research University, Gandhinagar, established in 2009, where she
served as an Advisor for nine years. During her tenure, 24 Tapovan Centres were
established across Gujarat, through which more than 36,000 women were provided
guidance and education relating to healthy progeny and Garbha Sanskar.

With a view to promoting the holistic development of the unborn child, she also
authored inspirational books such as Ajanma Shishuni Antar Yatra, Garbh-Samvad and
Garbh-Dhyan.

In recognition of her lifelong contribution to education, literature and her significant
role at Children's University, Dr. Jyotiben Thanki was recently conferred the
prestigious D.Litt. degree by the Hon'ble Governor. Since Gurukul Mahila College
remained the Tapobhumi of her 45-year academic journey, the entire college fraterni




expressed immense joy and pride at this historic achievement and felicitated her on
the occasion.

Meritorious Students Felicitated

Following the felicitation ceremony, Dr. Jyotiben Thanki, Dr. llaben Thanki, Principal
Dr. Anupam Nagar and Vice-Principal Prof. Rohiniba Jadeja presented prizes and
certificates to meritorious students who secured the first, second and third positions in
various departments.

The awardees included:

+ English: First — Riddhisha A. Khudaiwala; Second - Shagun H. Parmar; Third -
Komal Joshi

Hindi: First - Janvi K. Gohel; Second - Jogal K. Odedra; Third - Shraddha
Modhwadia

Gujarati: First — Divya B. Aparnathi; Second — Mitali A. Kanani; Third - Payal
M. Keshwala

Home Science: First - Rekha V. Kuchhadiya; Second - Arya A. Donga; Third -
Neha Joshi

Sanskrit: First - Meena 5. Hodar

Economics: First — Jagruti Khandhar; Second - Trupti Karena; Third — Shivani
Sundavadora

Commerce — Gujarati Medium: First — Shivani B. Sundavadora; Second - Jaya
Godhaniya; Third - Mital Odedra

Commerce - English Medium: First - Seema L. Odedra; Second - Pooja
Rathod: Third — Aarti Kasta

Computer Science: First — Mansi P. Dhokia
Indian Knowledge Tradition — Arts: First - Komal Joshi
Indian Knowledge Tradition — Commerce: First — Varsha Kadcha

In addition, Kripali H. Solanki was felicitated with a certificate for serving as a student
librarian in the Library Department.

Dr. Jyotiben Thanki Shares Reflections from a Lifelong Educational Journey

During the special programme, renowned litterateur and respected educationist Dr.
Jvotiben Thanki delivered a deeply moving address reflecting on her long association
with the institution and her lifelong experiences in education. At the outset, she
congratulated all the meritorious students who had excelled academically and secured




top positions, and extended her heartfelt blessings and best wishes for their bright
futures.

Recalling her experiences, she emphasised the importance of discipline and
punctuality in education. Referring to the philosophical thought of Sri Aurobindo, she
observed that just as one earthen pot differs from another in its composition and
shape, every individual is distinguished by their values, Sanskaar and qualities.

She described Gurukul as a modern embodiment of the ancient Gurukul tradition,
where the holistic development and value-based upbringing of students have
continuously remained at the centre of the institution’s educational philosophy. She
recalled how the insistence on discipline and the traditional saree uniform from the
very first day helped sow the seeds of good conduct and values among students.

Reflecting on the institution’'s journey, she noted that the college, which began in 1966
with just 11 students, has today grown into a vast banyan tree spreading the light of
knowledge throughout society. Recalling her association with Pujya Bapuji, she said
that he personally nurtured the institution with such affection and care that students
received whatever they needed with love.

She also fondly remembered the 19-day Ram Katha organised at the institution and the
spiritual and enriching atmosphere created by the flow of knowledge imparted by
Manojbhai and Manishiji.

Speaking about her own educational journey, Dr. Thanki proudly stated that she had

received the opportunity to serve this sacred institution for 45 years, followed by nine
years of service at Children’s University.

Sharing an emotional incident from her international travels, she recalled that after
her retirement, when she travelled to London and Manchester to deliver lectures, one
of her former students came running to meet her and broke down in tears of joy while
embracing her. She emphasised that for a teacher, earning a permanent place in the
hearts of students is the greatest award in the world.

Concluding her address, Dr. Thanki spoke about the dignity and responsibility of the
teaching profession. She stated that the image of a teacher can never be ordinary and
that becoming a teacher is not merely a profession but a noble opportunity and
profound responsibility for contributing to the shaping of society.

Principal Dr. Anupam Nagar Appreciates Dr. Thanki's Contribution

In his address, Principal Dr. Anupam Nagar warmly appreciated the distinguished
personality and invaluable contributions of Dr. Jyotiben Thanki. He highly commended
her 45 years of uninterrupted and dedicated academic service at Gurukul College, her
rich literary contribution of more than 78 books, and her invaluable contribution to
Children’s University.




Describing the conferment of the D.Litt. degree by the Hon'ble Governor as a matter of
immense pride for the entire institution, he praised Dr. Thanki's sage-like dedication,
lifelong commitment and spirit of service. He observed that her journey represents an
inspiring blend of scholarship, service, literature, education and institution-building.

On the occasion, Dr. Nagar also warmly introduced the newly appointed faculty
members and staff of the college, including Dr. Bharatsinh Dodiya (Commerce
Department), Dr. Rajendrabhai Chaudhary (Hindi Department), Dr. Ilaben Gamit
(Economics Department), Dr. Namrataben Samani (Home Science Department), Dr.
Bhargavbhai Bhatt (Gujarati Department), Dr. Arfatbhai Saiyed (English Department),
Shri Krishnaben Ghodadra (Lab Assistant, Home Science], and Prof. Harshadbhai
Chauhan (Economics Department). He also introduced the visiting faculty members
serving at the college.

Dr. Nagar further informed the gathering that the college is receiving a grant of ¥1
crore from the State and Central Governments, which will be utilised for the
renovation and transformation of the college, further strengthening its infrastructure
and creating an enhanced academic environment for students.

Conclusion

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Shantiben Modhwadia, Head of
the Hindi Department, followed by a collective Shanti Path.

The programme was efficiently and gracefully compered by Prof. Ami Padhiar. Student
representatives Riddhi Odedra, Afsana Kharaj, Sejal Goraniya, Riddhisha Khudaiwala,
Geeta Modhwadia and Jogal Odedra made valuable contributions towards the
successful organisation of the event.

The Teachers’' Day celebration thus became a memorable occasion that brought
together respect for teachers, recognition of academic excellence, celebration of a
distinguished educator’s lifelong contribution, and a renewed commitment to the
continued growth and development of Gurukul Mahila College.
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